
Last week reminded me just how much members of the Mayflower community care for each other and the
wider locality. I was so proud to see how fervently our students worked to raise money for charity, how many
members of staff have given of their time and energy to support and participate in national events such as
marathons and coffee mornings to raise money for charity. 
 
Our PTFA have worked so diligently with the preloved uniform and revision aids sale, which accompanied the
Meet the Tutors evening. The quiz night was a huge success, it was so pleasing to see parents, teachers and
friends laughing, relaxing and competing whilst raising much needed funds for the school. I would like to
thank all the organisers and sponsors, contributors and also a big thank you to all those supporters and
participants.
 
This week has been very positive with Open Mornings and Open Evening. It has been a pleasure to welcome
over 1000 parents, carers and prospective students to the school. I am immensely proud of all our students,
especially those who have; welcomed our visitors, been marshalls in the teaching 
blocks, helped in subject areas as demonstrators and all those who were involved in the 
mornings and evenings speaking to our visitors of their experiences at Mayflower.
 
The power of working together can never be underestimated. I am extremely pleased 
to have been able to meet so many members of the school community over the last few 
weeks. The continued support of our students, parents, teachers, staff and trustees 
enables us to go from strength to strength.
                                                                                                                                  Ms J Williams
                                                                                                                                Headteacher
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Open Evening and Open Mornings
During the week commencing October 3 2022 we welcomed students and parents from our local primary
schools to view Mayflower in action. 

Our annual series of Open Mornings ran from Monday to Thursday and gave 300 prospective students the
chance to have a tour of the school led by our lower school students. Prospective students were able to
observe the school in action during a normal school day, visit lessons across a number of subject areas, and
have a chance to speak to current students.

Teaching staff were happy to welcome these students into their classes and to highlight the great
atmosphere that we have here at Mayflower High.

Thursday 6th October saw us hold our annual Open Evening, which was exceptionally well attended.
Running from 5-8pm, once again after hours the school site became a vibrant place, with all subject areas
putting on interactive displays and activities. Current students from all year groups assisted to show off
what they get up to in lessons and some of the work they are proud to have produced over their time here.

Highlights of the evening included the chance to dismantle computers and program games in Computer
Science, see a live display of scientific experiments in Science, and listen to a concert by our Music
departments Flow vocal choir. 

A great week was had by all who took part and we look forward to welcoming a large number of these
students back in September 2023 as part of our Year 7 cohort.

Mr Fox



Black History Month 2022: Time for Change – Actions not words
During the course of October, Mayflower High School is joining the global community in celebrating Black History
Month. Each year this annual celebration of Black history and Black culture focuses on a particular theme, for
2022 the theme is ‘Time for change - Actions not words’

Throughout October, the History Department and Mayflower’s EDI group would encourage you to think about
how you could make change? What big or small actions could you do to raise awareness of Black History? 
Through a range of planned activities, the school will be exploring different moments in 
Black History, where actions have helped change law, politics, society and culture. 
The History Department and EDI Group have created optional activities where you 
can explore Black History Month! 

Ask your History teacher if you want to know more.
To find out more about Black History Month, and how to get involved 
please visit the official website: 
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/

 

 

Jack Petchey September 2022
On Tuesday 27th September I had the great pleasure of attending the Jack Petchey Awards evening at the
Towngate Theatre in Basildon where we were joined by other local schools and clubs from the Basildon area.
The awards were handed out by the Mayor of Basildon and representatives from the Jack Petchey organisation. 
It was a really enjoyable evening hearing inspirational stories not only just from our school but from young
people across the area how they have overcome personal difficulties, inspired others , continued to work hard
throughout challenging times and overcome personal challenges. 

We are so proud of our students who received an award and it was lovely to see their friends and family there
supporting them. Well done to: Cassie Pratt (left school this year), Thomas Williams (Year 10), Maia Lynn (Year
11), Elsie Crooks (Year 11), Maizy Breed (Year 11), Jack Mckenna (Year 12), Katie Nicklin (Year 13) Harvey
Coppen (left after Year 11), Tony Bowers (Year 9).Mr Banger also received his Leader Award.

Mr Banger was nominated by colleagues and many students for his work with diversity, inclusion and equality
within our school. Mr Banger has set up student groups, invited in speakers and has led on assemblies on EDI
and has really increased the profile of this within our school. 

If you would like to nominate a young person for this award to email me 
via the school educate@mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk and please write 
FAO Mrs E Cooke. 

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
mailto:educate@mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk


Going Green for Macmillan
On Thursday 29th September students 
from across all year groups joined together 
to sell and buy cakes to raise money
for Macmillan Cancer Support. Staff
 also held a Coffee morning in the staff
 room to eat cakes for this great charity. 

Thank you to all of you who donated cake and purchased cake
throughout the day. We managed to raise over £1000, with
donations still coming in via the QR code.

A big thank you to the student ambassadors for their support
and running of the cake stands. 

We signified our support of this annual event by having even our
school logo going green for Macmillan



Shine Night Walk London
On Saturday 24th September, Mr Ganda, Dr Gay, Mr Banger and Mrs Poole
completed the Shine Night Half marathon to raise money and awareness for
Cancer Research UK.  

Seeing all those amazing landmarks at night was wonderful and to do it
whilst raising money for such a great cause made it even better.

Cancer will affect 1 in 2 people during their lifetime and the money raised by
this event will go towards research into treatments to help Cancer Research
UK reach their ambition of 3 in 4 people surviving their cancer for ten years
or more by 2034.

The Mayflower moonshiners completed the 13 mile 
walk in 5 hours and 45 minutes. Not speedy at all but 
a lot of photos were taken and they did stop at a tea 
van for a while at mile number 11! So far they have 
raised £1000 from donations – a great achievement 
and one we hope to repeat next year!
                                        
                                                           Mrs Poole - Science

Meet the Tutors
On Thursday 29th September we welcomed over 500 parents and carers to our annual ‘Meet the Tutors’
evening.

Meet the Tutors is an event which we run during the first half term of every academic year. It gives the parents
and carers of students in all year groups an opportunity to meet their child’s form tutor face to face and to
discuss any pastoral issues in an informal setting.

As all of our academic Progress Evenings take place remotely via SchoolCloud, staff and parents/carers alike
welcome the opportunity to discuss often more sensitive pastoral issues in person.

If you are the parent or carer of a child who is new to the school, all of our upcoming Progress Evening dates are
available on the school website:

https://www.mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk/calendar

You will be sent a letter home electronically when the time comes to book your appointment slots, which will
include information about how to log in and book appointment slots as well as how to access the Progress
Evening itself. 

Mr Fox

Provisional Summer
Exam Dates
We can now release the
provisional dates for summer
2023 exams.

GCSE/A level MFL Speaking
window- 17th April - 19th May.
Please note that this assessment
is organised by the school so the
dates and times will be
confirmed later in the year.

GCSE - 16th May - 28th June

A Level - 23rd May - 28th June

Provisional Results Days

A level - 17th August

GCSE - 24th August

Please can you make sure that
your student/s is/are available
for all the dates mentioned
above. 

Mrs Skudder
Examinations Officer

https://www.mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk/calendar


Governor Profile - David Blunt
I start my role as a Governor at Mayflower High School in September 2022.
I have lived in Billericay for most of my life and I attended the two Buttsbury Schools before taking my O-
levels and A-levels at Mayflower Comprehensive. After graduating from York University, I joined the Civil
Service as a government statistician in 1984. I spent 23 years working on economic, and social statistics
for the Office for National Statistics before becoming Chief Statistician in the Home Office for 11 years. I
retired in 2020, having spent a further 2 years as Chief Statistician in the 
Ministry of Justice.

I am married to a teacher. I have three daughters, two of whom live in 
Billericay and teach in Havering. My eldest daughter is a speech therapist 
working with children in Berkshire. I have four grandchildren with a fifth due in 
2023. I spend a lot of my time supporting my family, particularly my two 
elderly parents.

My interests and hobbies include playing golf; supporting West Ham; current 
affairs (particularly politics); and spending time and holidays with friends 
and family.
                                                                                                                    David Blunt

Dyslexia Team Building Day at Stubbers Activity Centre-23/9/22 
Every year the Year 9 Dyslexia Centre students are tasked with the challenge of organising a team building
day for all the Dyslexia Centre students and staff. This year it was Omar Haroon and Nihal Koothoor’s turn!
They managed to organise a highly successful day at Stubbers Activity Centre. This involved making phone
calls, costing the trip as well as designing questionnaires for students, staff and parents to investigate
interest in a variety of activities across year groups.

The day was spent abseiling, navigating high ropes, learning how to shoot an arrow from a bow, honing
their team tactics in laser tag and working strategically as a team on the banana boat rides. All students
had a fabulous day and thoroughly enjoyed learning outside the classroom. It was lovely to see friendships
develop across year groups. These friendships will likely remain and provide support throughout their
Mayflower journey at school.

Some students conquered their fear of heights, some students braved the water activity, despite their
apprehension, and other students took leadership roles and organised their team’s tactics to win laser tag.

It was great to see students’ confidence grow in this outside environment and see perseverance and
teamwork develop over the course of the day.

Mrs Thorogood



RS October Challenge
The RS Department are challenging all Year 11 students to take part in the October Revision Challenge, all the
questions this month are based on Buddhist Beliefs, Teachings & Practices which is Paper 1 of the GCSE course.

Sam Harris Thames Path 100k
Geography Word of the
Week

Continuing with ‘Word of
the Week’ to encourage
greater use of geographical
vocabulary, this coming two
weeks, the words are
sustainability
and anomaly. Students are
encouraged to consider the
definition of the word, its
use in a sentence and give
examples where
appropriate.



Our Vision for the Most Able
Mayflower High School’s goal is ‘Success and opportunity for all’, and in my new role I am very excited to be able to be a part
of that journey for all our Most Able students. I attended Mayflower myself and was so proud when I got the opportunity to join
the Religious Studies department here 5 years ago. Having now been appointed Most Able Coordinator my aim is to provide
our most able students with opportunities to develop the skills, confidence and aspirational attitudes 
needed for success. 

Over the course of this year we will be implementing extra curricular programmes to achieve this and 
meeting with every Most Able student to discuss their individual needs and goals. We will ensure that 
each of our students is fully supported through their Mayflower journey and challenged to achieve 
their full potential. We will make certain and recognise and celebrate the efforts and achievements of 
our students over the course of this year, my team and I look forward to sharing those successes with 
all of you.
                                                                                                                     Ms. McKay, Most Able Coordinator

To be selected as a Co-ordinator for the Most Able students is a great privilege. It has always been a guiding principle of mine
to teach to the top; to stretch, challenge, and motivate all students to fulfil their academic potential. Mayflower High School has
a strong reputation of outstanding examination results, providing equal opportunities to students of 
all social and ethnic backgrounds, and a deep drive to ensure that our young people are supported 
throughout their academic journey. My role as Assistant Most Able Co-ordinator, alongside Ms 
McKay and Miss Cooke, is to develop the intellectual curiosity of our most able, help them to develop 
their personal talents and interests, and learn to strive wholeheartedly for academic excellence. I am 
thrilled by the opportunity to be part of the Most Able team and will foster the intellectual curiosity 
of our students by providing challenging and inspiring learning opportunities, which will enable our 
students to develop as well-rounded individuals, and to be there to celebrate when our students 
succeed.
                                                                                             Mr Huxford, Assistant Most Able Co-ordinator

I am proud to have been selected to act as part of the M’Able leadership team within Mayflower. As 
a teacher of History and an active member of the History Club I get to regularly work both in lessons 
and outside lessons to engage all students, but especially to stretch and push those who have 
exceptional ability. I'm excited to work with my new colleagues in the M’Able leadership group in 
order to extend my role outside of my department area, and to help stimulate the intellectual 
curiosity of our most able students through activities and enrichment. 
                          
                                                                                        Miss H Cooke, Assistant Most Able co-ordinator

 

 Contacting the School
As you will be aware, this academic year we have introduced a much wider variety of methods for
contacting the school.

On the ‘Contact Us’ page on the school website you will find a list of email addresses. These allow you
to directly contact individual Year Managers concerning pastoral issues, or individual subject areas if
you have a query about progress within a subject or trips that subject is running.

Over the last couple of weeks this system seems to be working well, and there are a lot of messages
from parents coming through the new channels.

Can I just take the time to politely remind readers that parent/carer queries to teachers should only
come via these email addresses and not via your child’s Google Classroom account.

Mr Fox



Rights Action Group: Link to Hope Project

Gloves or hat or scarf
Toothbrush and toothpaste
Sweets or chocolate (best before June 2023 

Bar of soap and flannel
Candles with holders
Small game

This year we are proud to be continuing our annual shoebox appeal for the 
charity Link to Hope. We hope that we can gather as many gift shoeboxes as 
possible by the 21st October 2022.

Link to Hope is a charity that works with impoverished people in Moldova, 
Bulgaria, Romania and Ukraine year round and has faced a challenging year 
with the pandemic. Now with the Ukrainian conflict Link to Hope are trying to 
deliver as much support as possible to those in need. We will be contributing 
to their shoebox gift project this year and the charity hopes to deliver as many of these gifts as possible to
those affected by events in the Ukraine.

The Project

The aim is to create a shoebox filled with gifts 
for either a family or elderly person in the 
winter months. It is important that every box 
be a standard shoebox size and have the 
following items: 

       or later)

The box must also contain 5 additional items 
from either the family or eldery list (see picture).

The box must be complete and have a filled in 
checklist attached before it is sealed (checklists 
can be collected from Ms. McKay in person or via email). Boxes will also need £3 postage to be attached. 

We welcome incomplete boxes or donations of items but these boxes cannot be sealed. Please do not
include medicines, food except for sweets/chocolate, liquids over 200ml, electric or battery operated items or
books or games that require reading English.

We will be inviting each form group to work together to create a shoebox but also welcome individuals
completing their own boxes or donations from the local community. 
Last year many people showed great generosity, allowing us to contribute 80 boxes to the appea. We
would really love if we could go further than that this year. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

If you have any questions please contact Ms. McKay 

By Sophie Vaidya 10L2 and Holly Browne 10B2



Estrella des mes
Each month the Spanish department awards a
Star of the Month – Estrella del mes- from each
form. The winners receive a certificate and
merits. ¡Sigue con el buen trabajo! - Keep up the
good work!

Esmee Pearson 7B1
Anya Smith 7B2
Freya Spencer 7F1
Jenson Merrill 7F2
Hollie Simpson 7L1
Darasimi Adefemiwa 7L2
Vasileios Vasileiadis 7M1
Liza Podsvirova 7M2
Olivia Joshi 7R1

Isabella Currie 8B1
Charlie Davies 8B2
Albert Price 8F1, Sophie Thomas 8F1 
Athina Mitchell 8F2
Bella Bleakley 8L1
George Daines 8L2
Tilly Cranshaw 8M1
Harry Hawkins 8M2
Gracie Cimini 8R1

Ana Sutton 9B1
Chris Reid 9B2
Kai Smith 9F1
Anya Mistry 9F2
Gene Sullivan 8L1
Eloise Lock 9L2
Ella Davies 9M1
Isaac Seaman-Young 9M2
Amelia Bird 9R1

Jack Scott 10L2
Guy St Pierre 10M2
Zachary Liggins 10B1
Emily Turner 10B1
Thomas Barley 10B2
Delilah Sully 10F1

Annie Eastman 11R1
Eleanor Welch 11M1, Eloise Dodd 11R1
Jessica Henderson 11L1
Sophie Abraham 11L1
Louisa Knight 11F2
Alex Scott 11M2
Matthew Sharp 11L2, Samira Shams 11F1
Samuel Alger 11F2

IT Skills Club
Monday 26th September saw the start of the IT skills club that
is being run by students in Year 13. We had a great turn out for
the first session on using email. We look forward to seeing more
students next week. 

If there are any areas you would like to cover please pop along
and the students can help.

Miss McDowell

History Club
The History department is excited to announce we have started
a History club! Every Wednesday after school in Room 77,
students of all Key Stages are gathering together to explore
different moments, ideas and people in History. 

Over the last couple of weeks, students have been preparing
research and presentations on who they think is the most
significant person in History. We have a range of people being
put forward for discussion such as Frida Kahlo, Cleopatra VII
and Louis XIV. 

If you love History and want to explore more outside the
classroom, then this is the club for you!

Miss Cooke



Your Future Careers Event
Basildon area’s “Your Future” Careers Fair is coming up on 18th October 3.30pm – 7.30pm at The
Towngate Theatre in Basildon.

The Careers Fair will be open to all young people in Wickford, Billericay and Basildon in Year 10 - 13
(aged 14 – 18) and parents/carers. 

The first two hours of the event (3.30pm – 5.30pm) will be allocated specifically for young people with
additional needs and the second half will be open to all young people. During the event students and
their parents will have the opportunity to meet employers, colleges, universities, sixth forms and other
organisations to support their future career!

In addition there will be a range of talks taking place throughout the evening including: The AIM Group
(Apprenticeships), Make Happen (Higher Education and University), SS&C (local employer) as well as
an inspirational talk on the future of Tech careers/ The Metaverse!
Young people will also be able to book in a session to speak to a careers adviser.

To book your place please visit:

https://YourFutureCareersFair2022.eventbrite.co.uk or use the QR code on the image.
Mr Fox

https://yourfuturecareersfair2022.eventbrite.co.uk/


Year 13 Geography NEA
Year 13 are currently working on their non examined assessment following their recent fieldwork in
Southwold. This is worth 20% of their Geography A Level. Despite their fieldwork day being one of the hottest
days of the year they managed to collect lots of data to use in their studies.

Please see below a selection of some of their impressive work and skills. 



Remembering Queen Elizabeth II in History Lessons
In last week’s edition of the newsletter, the History department shared the lesson that they delivered to KS3
History students on the life of Queen Elizabeth II. 

History students were then given the opportunity to complete an optional piece of homework. 
The History department has been extremely impressed with the number of students who chose to complete
this, as well as the quality of student work. 

All of the students who completed this work will receive 
merits.

Here are just some examples of the outstanding work 
created by our History students.  
                                                                                         Miss Hughes



Young Geographer of the Year 2022
Key Stage 3 Geography lessons at the end of the last academic year focused on the Royal Geographical
Society’s Young Geographer of the Year competition. The brief for the competition is outlined below:- 

Where, how and why
Throughout the pandemic our ability to travel near or afar has been severely limited. This year, to
encourage young people to widen their geographical horizons, whether locally or much further afield, the
Society is asking pupils where, how and why.

Where? Where might you want to travel to? We’d like you to give a geographical overview of the place
you’d like to visit. It doesn’t matter if the place is local to you 
or much further afield, we’d like you to give its geographical 
overview and share your understanding of its key physical 
and human features.

How? How would you get there and what reasons might you 
give for the type/s of transport you might use? Is the place a 
short walk away or somewhere that would require transport 
to take you beyond the UK?

Why? What makes this place geographically interesting,
important or meaningful to you?

Please see the Mayflower High School competition entries 
below. 

Well done to these students for their excellent work, whose 
entries have been submitted to the RGS:- Beatrice Bleakley,  
Lauren Carter,  Jasmine Briggs,  Sophia Rekasheva,  Lily Manly, 
Chloe Templeman, Isobelle Simmons and Lara McKenzie.



8Y1 Science – Biomechanics Models
Since the start of term, 8Y1 have been studying how the body
works including the digestive system, respiratory system and
musculoskeletal system. This culminated in students making some
fantastic models of how muscles, bones and joints interact to
enable our bodies to move. Up next we will be looking at how to
maintain a healthy body including a balanced diet and the effects of
smoking on the respiratory system. Keep up the great start to the
year 8y1!

Work shown by Ava Harlow, Eva Poloni, Bella Bleakley, Julianna
Bauckham, Conor Mint, Archie Scott, Erin Miller, Grace Mott, James
Harman, George Daines, Louis Bannister, Luca Hernandez, Will
Hurren, Scarlett Hicks and Olivia Cross.

Mr. Cerson
 



Mayflower High School Literacy Millionaire 2022
Do you want to be a millionaire? Mayflower High School has its first millionaire student and his
name is Chris Reid in Year 9.

Just under a year ago the school literacy programme launched its competition and search for
literacy millionaires and we are proud to announce that Chris Reid is the first official literacy
millionaire. How do you become a literacy millionaire?

It’s simple. All you do is keep a record of the books you read over the course of the years and
we will help you add up the number of words you accumulate/read and once you get to a
million you are officially recognised and also receive a badge in recognition of your
achievement. You can easily be a multi-millionaire too.

Chris is a devoted member of the Reading Club which meets in Room 55 on Tuesday Week A,
period 4B (KS3 lunch) and also on Wednesday Week B, period 4A (KS4/5 lunch). This is
designed to cater for everyone and you shouldn’t feel obliged to stay for the whole of your
lunchtime. Come in with a book of your choice for a quiet read for as long as you want.
Depending on numbers and commitment we may agree on chosen/recommended books to
read from time to time so that we discuss and review some books. Does this sound like
something you want to be involved in? Then come along and invite your sensible friends who
would benefit from a quiet environment to enhance their literacy skills.

It’s All About Chris.

Chris has been a diligent and consistent member of the Reading Club and has read a wide
range of books over the course of the year. I am sure he can tell you the benefits of reading. He
was in the top three Spelling Bee finalists last year and we are sure his literacy skills are
improving with every read.

So, what are you waiting for? Join the reading Club and reap the rewards. You can also take
part in the millionaire competition without necessarily coming to the Reading Club as long as
you keep me informed of what you have read over the course of the year and telling us a bit
about it. There are other reading opportunities and challenges in and outside school, including
the attached, and if you want information on these please feel free to contact me.

Fancy the challenge? Then get in touch with Mr. Ncube in Room 55 or the English Department.
 

M. Ncube.
Teacher of English.

Literacy Coordinator.
Mayflower High School.



Achievement points Key Stage 3 and 4 
We have started the new school year by introducing our school values to our new students and
strengthening and reinforcing them to our returning students through our tutor programme, in assemblies
and our lessons. Ms Williams spoke to all students in their first assembly about the importance of our school
values and showing respect for each other in our school and our community.  

Our school values are at the centre of our school, whether it is in the classroom or in their social time; Be
Respectful, Be a Learner, Be Safe . Throughout this year we will be teaching and reminding students the
importance of our values both in our school and in our community and what these values look like in practice.   

Positive Signatures
Students can receive positive signatures by any member of staff in our school for displaying 
our values outside of the classroom, for example holding a door open, helping another 
student, being kind. Students record these signatures in their planner and receive a fast 
pass into the canteen.

Merits
Merits can be awarded inside and outside of our classroom for; Participation: for example in assemblies,
clubs and competitions. Excellence in our community:  for example, taking part in D of E or receiving a Jack
Petchey award. Work Ethic: for example excellent effort in their homework, participation in class. Core
Values: for example being kind to another student or being responsible around school. Merits are recorded
every week in their planner with their tutors.

Certificates and badges
Students will receive certificates and pin badges for their conduct points (merits - behaviour points) The
Achievement award is for 25 points and then they can work towards their pin badges aiming for their
Bronze Award (50), Silver (100) and Gold (150) exchanging their badges as they progress. Once they reach
200 conduct points they will receive their Platinum Award and a badge which they can wear with pride into
the next academic year. At the end of the year Ms Williams will invite our Diamond Award students to a
celebration breakfast.

We have been really delighted to see so many of our students already receiving merits and positive
signatures in the first few weeks. 

Currently Year 9 have achieved the most merits so far this term - congratulations Year 9.

Achievement Award 
(25 conduct points)

Year 7
Oscar Hicks
Leah McFeely

Year 8
Frankie Anson
Max Langshaw
Ollie Alsemgeest

Henry Tune
Ella Classen
Bonnie Kinsella
Hayden Fitch
Ollie Fowler
Lois Medlock
Taleya Shazly
Sophia Bleakley
Gracie Gold
Sonny Jones
William Rowley
Betsy Thomas

Year 9
Shay Coughlan
Oliver McCreery
Katie Hood
Harriet Reynolds
Callum Willis
Jamie Cooper
Elizabeth Salvatore
Freya Daley
Ella Davies
Emily Baisden
George Andrews

Harry Evans
Maggie Jolliffe
Lily Manly
Ethan Wiles

Year 10
Anderson, Samuel
Coventry, Shelby
Gilbert, Henry 
Turner, Emily

Year 11
Knight, Louisa
Chambers, Scarlett

Congratulations to
you all

Mrs Cooke and Mrs
Ball








