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I hope you all were able to enjoy the half term break. When we returned last week the first few days were sunny but by midweek we experienced more typical seasonal weather, as the inclement weather continues can you please ensure your children
attend school with black waterproof outdoor winter coats.
We are now entering what is the longest half term of the year and an important one. Students in each key stage will be offered
guidance and support for ongoing transition or preparation for pre-public examinations.
November brings with it a focus of our attention to those who lost their lives in the Great War, the Second World War and all
conflicts since. We are reminded daily of the impact which current warfare has on our lives. Our students have studied through
the curriculum the consequences of extremism and racism. As they prepare to become active citizens I am always reassured of
how extremely conscientious they are and this is demonstrated regularly by the work of the rights action group.
The current economic context we all face is very difficult for many, and its impact is close to home within the school
community. I recently attended an Essex secondary headteacher conference and a number of conversations centred on the
financial hardship felt by many schools and the difficult decisions we will all need to make in the coming year. Our lives are
interconnected and as a school community the importance of a broad and balanced curriculum is
always a priority in our decision making. It is vitally important that as we prepare our students for the
next stage of their lives, that their school experience has equipped them not only with subject
knowledge but the drive to make the world better. I spent some time talking to Sixth Form students at
the start of the week and their knowledge of current affairs was remarkable, they never fail to impress.
I am immensely proud of all the Year 13 Financial Studies students who were offered university
scholarships.
Ms J Williams
Headteacher

Armistace Day
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
"Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
"At the going down of the sun and in the morning
"We will remember them."
For the Fallen - Robert Laurence Binyon
Marking 104 years since the end of the Great War, the Mayflower Community joined in a 2 minutes
silence at 11am as a commemorative act of remembrance for those who have served our country in
the armed services.
Mr J Rowands (Deputy Headteacher) will be attending the Remembrance Sunday service in Billericay
High Street on the 13th November together with 4 students from Years 7 and 11.
Mr T Fox

WW1 Battlefields Trip
As mentioned in the last edition of the newsletter, Year 9 recently had the opportunity to attend a school
trip to Ypres, Belgium. This trip was to visit the WW1 trenches and cemeteries, allowing them an
excellent opportunity to commemorate the sacrifice so many made ahead of Armistice Day. Since being
back, the students have been asked to write a summary of their day. The History department would like
to thank the students who contributed their perspectives on the school trip. Below is a brilliant account
from Violet Harmer in 9L1.
Miss Gunnell

Ypres - School Trip Overview
Traveling to Ypres, Belgium, however long, was definitely worth it. As soon as we got there, we were all
bubbling with excitement and couldn't wait for the day to begin. We visited many places throughout the
day but for me, it started out with one of my favourite places;
Menin Gate. This phenomenal war memorial really stood out to me, as it symbolised how much of a
statement to history World War One truly was. The number of names was beyond astonishing. All of
these men were led to believe that the war was a nationalistic way of fulfilling your duties for your
country. Most, if not all of them, had families or someone out there who would've missed them and now
their ancestors have nowhere else to go, except to the Menin Gate. This place really amazed me and
helped me get a better knowledge on WW1 and how many lives it affected. These people don`t have a
grave with their name on it but they do have Menin Gate, which in some ways is better.
We then moved onto the chocolate shop, which wasn’t related to WW1 but it did help everyone get a
sense of the culture in Belgium, with an added bonus of delicious sweets and chocolates to be bought.
As much as I obviously enjoyed the chocolate, the next part of the trip was actually my all-time favourite
moment of the trip.
The Trenches. This aspect of the trip alone probably gave me close to the most amount of knowledge.
The interactive side to it was super fun and walking through the trenches really helped me see how hard
life must`ve been for everyone who sat through that day in day out, constantly in the dark not knowing

when or if it will ever stop. It really helped me develop my knowledge on WW1 and showed me that
although we ‘won’ the war, truly everyone lost. During the time we spent in the trenches, we had to
wear welly boots and make sure to watch where we were stepping at all times. I can't even imagine
having to do that for 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This is without the mention of constant gun fire and
shelling happening all the time. Life in trenches could kill anyone, mentally or physically. The trenches
showed everyone that WW1 was anything but glorious.
After a spot of lunch, we then moved onto the most powerful part of the trip, the graveyards. The first
graveyard, Tyne Cot Cemetery, held roughly 12,000 people and most of them were simply marked as `A
Soldier of the Great War’, simply exaggerating how brutal the war truly was. And so, after a short
service by Mayflower to remember these soldiers, we were left to find a grave that meant something to
us and lay a cross near it. For some, it was that they shared a surname or a family name. For others, it
was their lucky number. For me, it was a woman who helped serve the army and died on the battle
ground. It was people like these that helped their country to the death, and it's people like those who
cannot be forgotten. The other graveyard we visited was a German graveyard, Langemark, and the
difference was astonishing. To save space these men were bundled up into many small graves, with
some coffins having as many as 10 people in one. It shows how gruesome and inevitable some actions
were. It helped me learn that WW1 was not for the faint hearted and had the right to be named ‘The
Great War’.
The last part of the trip was a visit to a museum, with items of the war that helped us to see how the
progress of weaponry and tactics only increased in speed once the war started. It also showed us how
everything changed after WW1. It was the turning point in history for many countries. The trip as a
whole helped me see that the First World War was fought with guns and tanks and gas masks, yes, but
mainly with people and their contributions. So without a shadow of doubt, I am glad I went on this trip,
for nothing more than the amazing learning opportunities it gave me.
Violet Harmer, 9L1

Geography curriculum updates November 2022
This past fortnight Geography students have continued to be
encouraged to engage with Geography in the News and
documentaries at a range of scales.
For example Frozen Planet II episode 6 has provided a
startling update on the international implications of climate
change on our frozen planet
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0cw0nb8
With COP 27 taking place right now in Egypt we will continue
to link climate change to elements of our curriculum. Using
images such as the below are invaluable at highlighting how climate
change is impacting on our planet.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/05/20-climate-photographs-that-changed-theworld
Year 13 are signed up to engage remotely in COP27 activities which is pertinent for their current unit
on climate change.
The recent release of some of the 2021 Census data has
been used in key stage 4 and 5 lessons. Here the
Census Data Atlas enables the simple but very powerful
analysis of current and topical population statistics.
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps
Year 11 have revisited one of their case studies in
greater depth where they have analysed the population
density of Birmingham (see to the right)
Year 12 have looked at the local area to investigate change since
the last census.
Year 13 began their Migration unit in the week when nearly 1000
migrants crossed the English Channel. They have used the Census
Atlas to look at how migration to the UK has changed since the last
census as can be seen to the right.
As part of their 'What skills do I need as a Geographer?' Unit, Year 7
are developing their OS map skills. They were interested to see this
article:- The three ‘norths’ combine over Great Britain for the first
time in history
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/newsroom/news/three-northsalign-great-britain
Year 11 have been introduced to A level Geography as an option
where they have seen the links.

Year 7 Favourite Places assessment
Year 7 Geographers have been completing an A3 poster describing physical and human
features of two of their favourite places. Some of these can be seen below.
between subjects and potential careers.

Rights Action Group
Over the last few weeks, The Rights Action Group have been collecting items for the Link to Hope
Shoebox appeal. These shoeboxes go to the poorest communities in Moldova, Bulgaria and Romania
and this year they have promised to ensure that as many shoeboxes as they can can reach the areas
affected by the conflict in Ukraine over the Christmas period. These shoe boxes to many may seem like
basic necessities but to these people in these communities, they are a lifesaver as they struggle to
make ends meet or are struck by poverty. These shoeboxes make a real difference to so many lives
and you can be part of that journey. If you are able to, please consider donating items from the link to
hope shoebox appeal list or donate your time to the Rights Action group, helping sort out and arrange
the shoeboxes. If you can donate some items, please either bring them into form time or barring them
to Room 88 in the Religious Studies department. Thank you for your kindness in advance.
As this is October, it is also the month of Black History Month, a month for highlighting the past but
also signifying black icons that were involved in the moment.
Black History Month also serves as a beacon of light and hope
to the future and this year's theme echoed that fantastic. This
year's theme- Time for change- actions not words. Within
school the Rights Action Group have put together resources in
form and delivered assemblies based on this topic. In these
assembled we highlighted key points in the movement that
make change by not only words but also by actions. To find
out more information more resources will be available on our
school website but also on the black history month website.
Thomas Williams- 10M1

7F2 Leaving Message
This week 7F2 have said their farewell to one of Mayflower's Ukrainian students. Renat joined
Mayflower at the beginning of the year and adapted courageously to his new school and routine.
Not only has Renat had to acclimatise to a new school but a new country. He has developed our
knowledge with phrases and words in Ukrainian and taught us how important it is to understand other
cultures.
Farwell Renat and good
luck in pastures new!
You have made an impact
on us all.
Mrs Cox and all of 7F2.

Spanish Star of the Month
Each month the Spanish department
awards a Star of the Month – Estrella del
mes- from each form. The winners receive
a certificate and merits. ¡Sigue con el buen
trabajo! - Keep up the good work!
Nandor Uhrin 7B1
Hattie Sains 7B2
Reese Earp 7F1 Saad Saad 7f1
Isla Vinton-Smith 7F2
Jessica Coldicott 7L1, Oscar Hicks 7L1
Atkinson, Kieran 7L2
Charlotte Seeney 7M1
Elsa Collis 7M2
Jessica Dowson 7R1
Harry Alsemgeest 8B1
Thomas Lehman 8B2
Annie Jerreat 8F1
Laura Simpson 8F2
Cerys Peacham 8L1
Ava Harlow 8L2
Ava Parker 8M1
Eleanor Chaplin/Olivia Winter
Lenny Batchelor 8R1
Sophie Hill 9B1
William Stansfield 9B2
Emily Baisden 9F1
Izzy Cheesman 9F2
Violet Harmer 9L1
Freya Dale 9L1
Daisy Judd 9L2
Abigail Towler 9M1
Jamie Cooper 9M2
Emma Hughes 9R1
Emily Joshi 10F1
Lila Eve 10F2
Katy Ames 10L1
Mary Alston 10R1
Charlotte Cousins 10M2
Ben Simpson 10B1
Tiffany Stone 11L2
Maddie Yates 11M1
Luke Sullivan 11L2
James Barker 11L2
Pijus Pranevicius 11B1
Cerys Marchant 11R1
Natalie Beresford-Cole 11F2
Mia Lampshire 11B1

Computer Science in Action
On Thursday 10th November, the Computer Science
department took 17 students from years 12 and 13 to the
Emmanuel Centre in London for a day of seminars on
current topics. There were guest speakers discussing; AI
and how this technology is starting to make its presence
felt in many walks of modern life, machine learning
algorithms and the smart devices we use daily can solve
some huge societal problems, Logic and how Alan Turing
used this in his mathematics and invented the modern
computer, how the future is driverless cars, Ancient
algorithms and their underlying design principle turns out
to have an application to modern computer science.
The students were able to ask some great questions to the
guest speakers and come away with some key information
that will help them for their exams and future careers.
James Sherwood in year 13 said - We took a trip to the
University of London and attended a Computer Science in
Action enrichment day led by five academic experts with
experience in the field. These sessions were incredibly
engaging and thought-provoking, covering examples in
history of the first applicable uses of algorithms, the
usefulness of logic and how we can use AI technology to
improve everyday life on Earth. We greatly appreciated the
opportunity to spend time outside of the classroom, visit
such a respected place of education and learn, first hand,
from the people who are already part of the industry. Being
able to attend these lectures was perfect preparation for
further education at university and it has motivated
everyone to think about Computer Science more outside of
school.
Miss McDowell

DEAR and Whole School Reading
This term, the school launches a massive reading programme which will be partly timetabled and students and parents are
encouraged to engage with this for purposes of enjoying reading with its concomitant benefits. In addition to the simple
delight of reading books, DEAR and reading in general should enable students to develop their literacy skills, vocabulary
and disciplinary literacy whereby they improve an understanding of language in the various subject areas.
As indicated in the letter sent to parents earlier this term, there are numerous benefits to reading and a direct link to
assessment and examination performance. The more your child reads, the wider their vocabulary and understanding of the
various subject content. Please encourage your child to read as widely as possible but at the right level too. The reading list
which came with the letter, can act as a starting point and it is hoped that students and parents will use this to choose
books that are suitable to their ages and also level of challenge.
DEAR which stands for Drop Everything And Read, will take place across the various subject disciplines and in English for
example, what happens, amongst other things is:
Critical Literacy – English
We address critical literacy in each lesson, teaching students to read, re-read and decode texts. Our aim with DEAR is to
promote reading for pleasure in every lesson. We therefore:
Begin each Key Stage 3 lesson with Drop Everything And Read.
We make this active by giving students a focus while they are reading (new word/ simile/adverb/metaphor/adjective/ a
question for the writer etc).
Students are required to have their own book and we may write to parents of students who do not have a book.
We lend students books if they do not have their own and direct them towards borrowing a book from the library.
This is just an example of the kind of things that happen with DEAR but various subject areas will use this programme to
promote literacy within their disciplines and so will tend to focus on their specific semantic fields. As a result, students
should be able to develop the requisite vocabulary which will enable them to access the subject content and eventually deal
with the examinations/assessments better.
We count on the support of parents and guardians for the successful implementation of this programme.
Thank you.
M. Ncube.
Teacher of English, Literacy Coordinator

Biology Practical Skills
Well-done to 12A Bi1 for their efforts during the Squashed Root Tip- Mitosis Required Practical
number 2 in A Level Biology. The students carefully prepared slides of a garlic root tip squash, and
managed to get some incredible pictures of cells undergoing mitosis- some of the best I have seen.
This is not easy to preform and not always successful,
but it is clear from the picture that there are cells
dividing and the images will allow students to
calculate the mitotic index.
Can you spot the cells undergoing mitosis?

Year 5/6 Primary School Dodgeball Competition
This week, 6 brave primary school teams arrived at Mayflower High School to compete in the annual
dodgeball tournament. A great effort was shown by all teams, but in the end it was Buttsbury who
emerged victorious, with Brightside also making it through to the next round of the competition.
Thank you to the Year 9 Sports Leaders who refereed and scored all matches. You were brilliant!
Miss Lester

Teaching Financial Sustainability
Mayflower is an Approved Centre for the London Institute of Banking and Finance, offering the Diploma
in Financial Studies. The course provides an excellent platform for those wishing to work within the
Finance industry. More notably, it
progresses the financial literacy of its
pupils; ensuring that they are equipped
with the tools to advance their
approach toward financial
sustainability.
(From left to right: Adam Booth,
Dylan Alderman and Thomas Poulton)
Year 13 Financial Studies students
Adam, Dylan and Thomas achieved A*
and A grades in their first year of
study, and were awarded scholarships
towards studying a Finance related
degree at the London Institute. Thomas received special recognition for achieving a result in the top 1%
of all students taking the qualification in 2021/22. However, it is Adam who is planning to take up the
offer of a Scholarship. Attending the LIBF Summer university back in August, Adam took part in a variety
of workshops, talks and lectures led by experts that already work in the industry.
“Studying the Diploma in Financial studies has encouraged me to study further at the L IBF University in
London. After my degree I wish to have a job in investment banking, looking after hedge funds”. (Adam
Booth- Student of
Financial Studies)
We recently surveyed our Year 12 and 13 Financial Studies students to find out more about their opinions
of the course and their future career ambitions, with 53% of our students planning to work in Finance.
Interestingly, 23% of students chose Personal Financial Sustainability as their favoured course topic. Our
students clearly appreciate the importance of financial education, and despite an uncertain economic
landscape, they are positive about their personal financial sustainability.
We would like to wish good luck to all of the Financial Studies students in their forthcoming January and
summer exams.
Mr Brooks (Lead Teacher for Financial Studies)

Design & Technology
The DT and Food department have also been running a competition for a design for a new postcard
for the Food Preparation and Nutrition department to use for praising great work form students. Just
look at the amazing finalists work! Next time we will announce the winners. Well done Denisa Podaru,
Esme Hamilton & Jack Warren-Gunn you are our winners! Thank you to everyone who took part your
work was wonderful.

In Year 9 students have been experimenting further with their card lamp ideas. This time they have
been experimenting with slitting and rolling the card to a shape then building them all up together in
order to create a chandelier style lampshade. Just look at some of the creative work.

The Year 12 Design & Technology students are
undertaking a design iteration project where they
are designing phone holders. Having done some
initial sketches and card models they have moved
on to a more resistant material to evaluate their
concepts. They will now go through another
evaluation stage and modify their designs
accordingly.
One of these designs is inspired by an elephant,
one is a cat and one is a candle, the others I’m not
so sure! Any guesses?
In DT and Textiles club with Mr.
Fowler and Miss. Miles students have
been busy laser cutting and sewing
Christmas decorations ready for the
artisan fair. They have been really
busy and so creative, a huge well done
to you all.

Food
IIn Year 7 students have
started making their fruit
salads. Just look at the
presentation on these
ones. A huge well done to:
Grace Turner, Hollie
Simpson and Erin Holmes.
Your fruit salads look
delicious.

With Mrs. Cox in Year 10 students have been making their own foccacia bread. Just look at these
they look delicious. Can you spot yours? A huge well done Year 10

Atomic Science Club
From Monday 14th November, Atomic Science Club will be returning! This will run during 4B
lunch every Monday week B and will include exciting experiments, STEM investigations and the
opportunity to complete a nationally recognised CREST award. Come along to lab 27 to take
part and develop your scientific knowledge in a fun and engaging way!

Sixth Form Open Evening
On Thursday November 3rd we opened our doors to once again welcome prospective Sixth Form students on site
to discover more about life in the Sixth Form at Mayflower, and what courses and options are open to them.
Over 150 prospective students from both within the Mayflower community, as well as external candidates from
schools as distant as Southend were welcomed by Dr Fawell (Head of Sixth Form) and the Sixth Form leadership
team of students. Prospective Sixth Form students had the opportunity to meet subject leaders from all of the
courses we offer at Key Stage 5 and to discuss content and entry requirements, as well as discovering a bit more
about how pastoral and social life within the Sixth Form differs from that experienced by the lower years.
In line with the overarching sustainability aims of COP27, this year we have opted to make both our Sixth Form
Prospectus, and our application forms for both internal and external students electronic and paperless. Both are
available online via the school website.
A great evening was had by all, and we look forward to welcoming our prospective Sixth Form students back for
one on one course consultations with senior members of staff in the new year.
Mr T Fox

Jack Petchey Achievement Award
Congratulations to Janelle Ndlovu for receiving the Jack Petchey
Achievement Award for November. Janelle was nominated for her award
for her work as a peer mentor, the student that she mentored has really
appreciated her hard work and commitment to them. Janelle gave up her
time to regularly meet with this student. Janelle has also been an
outstanding role model within our school and spoke to parents at our
open evening. Congratulations to you.
If you would like to nominate a student please email me at
educate@mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk for the attention of Mrs Cooke

Jack Petchey Environmentalist Achievement Award
In September, Mrs Davis nominated me for a Jack Petchey Environmentalist Award for my environmental work
with the schools eco committee, Essex County Council board such as Climate Action Commission and Local Nature
Partnership. I have helped contribute towards the renovation of the school's memorial garden, increased
biodiversity, and recycling within the school and local litter picks in the school and many more! Outside of school I
am the youth representative on the Local Nature Partnership and Essex County Council who are involved in
creating projects, setting up schemes and contributing to legislation. Recent work I have done is involved in the
Green Infrastructure mapping launch with Natural England, helped firm farmer clusters and give my insight into
how we can reach our targets and how young people can help. Due to all of this work, I am pleased to announce
that I have won a Jack Petchey Environmentalist Award. Due to winning this I have received a certificate, letter and
gifts from Jack Petchey to inspire me to carry on my work. I am now able to apply for a grant of £300 to help with a
project of mine, and therefore I have decided the money is going to go towards our Eco Club sustainability trip to
Wales in 2023. Lets hope I am successful and I receive my grant! This is an amazing opportunity and it has shown
me that my work is making a difference, locally and county- wide so thank you Sir Jack Petchey and Mrs Davis for
believing in me!
Thomas Williams- 10M1

