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Although we had a shortened week last week, with Bank Holiday and
polling day we still have a great deal to share with you. The creativity of our
students never fails to impress.
Mental Health Awareness Week May 9-15 this year has as its theme
'loneliness', its effect on mental health and how we can all work to reduce
loneliness in our community. I have been pleased and proud of the levels of
maturity our students have shown during their discussions
of the topic.
Public examinations begin on Monday 16th May and the
whole community conveys good wishes and positive
thoughts to all our students.
Ms J Williams
Interim Headteacher

Exams
I want to start by saying a big thank you to Year 10. They coped wonderfully with internal end
of year exams and I am looking forward to working with them over the next year as they head
towards their GCSE exams. Year 11 and 13 also did really well with their MFL speaking exams.
The assistant exams officer Mrs Millard and I were pleased with how well students responded
to the exams.
We are about to start the GCSE and GCE exam period. Please can I remind students to only
bring the necessary equipment with them for exams and to be well prepared with paper based
revision for the time in between the morning and afternoon sessions. Phones and all watches
are no longer permitted in the exam hall/rooms and you will be asked to hand all items in
before your exam starts. Please only write in black biro ink. Water bottles must be clear, with
no labels and only contain water. If you are unsure of what you can bring into the exam with
you, please ask your subject teacher.
Timetables with seating plans have been sent to parents. If you have any queries you can
contact the exams office via the school email.
Best wishes to all the students sitting exams over the next six weeks.
Mrs Skudder
Exams Officer

Jack Petchey Award Winner Elsie
Crooks
Congratulations to Elsie Crooks in Year 10 for
winning the Jack Petchey Award for May. Elsie was
nominated by a member of the public after she
stopped to help her and her daughter.
The member of the public wrote` Elsie really is a
credit to your school and to her parents, she was
calm, comforting, helpful and showed maturity
beyond her years. I am sure she usually is a star
anyway but I really wanted to let you know how
much she helped a fellow pupil and myself in a highly
stressful situation`
Congratulations to Elsie for receiving this award. You
should be very proud of your achievement.
If you would like to nominate a student please email
Mrs Cooke at educate@mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk

Alfie Hawes Physics Apprenticeship
Regardless of my A-level exam results, on the 5th September, I will be in Chelmsford, 9am to 5pm, for
my first day of working as an apprentice engineer at one of the world’s leading engineering and
technology firms. For the 5 years following that day, I will be getting paid to study for my degree, all
while gaining experience of working in a team of top-class engineers, in fields I find fascinating.
The physics department hosted a talk by two apprentice engineers from Teledyne e2v in February. This
was the first time I had looked at apprenticeships, and I realised I had been making a huge mistake in
dismissing them as an option for next year.
After 175 applications, the board of assessors slowly whittled us down to about 6, or the top 4% of
applicants. We were treated to tests, interviews, and group projects. We also had to give a
presentation to the assessors. These sort of skills are vital to an engineer in the workplace, and will be
nurtured, and polished throughout my apprenticeship.
My apprenticeship will give me;
·
The same degree I would have achieved from a university
·
An opportunity to learn on the job, in a real workplace, with real engineers, on projects that the
company will sell
·
A salary
After 6 months of training at Teledyne, I will be put into a team, working on projects worth millions to
the company. I’ll be just 19 and working on technology, and projects, that will change, or even save,
lives.
To put that into perspective, I can go to university, for 5 years, and do a degree in mechanical
engineering. I would leave with the same degree, a year’s experience in the industry, and about
£50,000 in debt. Instead of borrowing £10-15,000 to spend at university, I’ll be getting paid over
£15,000 a year.
For me, the experience is huge. Most universities will really push a placement year for their students,
and I was told this at an open day, and they believe it is a really great thing for their students to do. To
this end, I don’t see how they couldn’t also endorse a 5-year placement term.
I understand, some people just want to go to university. Move out earlier, live independently and get the
“uni experience.” However, university just isn’t for me.
It’s a big decision, and it would be a mistake to rush it. It would also be a
mistake, in my opinion, to dismiss apprenticeships, as I nearly did. Needless to
say, I’m glad I didn’t.
This apprenticeship will be the start of my career in engineering. I can’t wait.
Bring on September!
Alfie Hawes

Creative Writing Competiton Winners!
All the way back in October, we had 25 wonderful creative
writers across all year groups enter the Young Writer’s Twisted
Tales competition. We are very pleased to announce that 13 of
our students were selected to be published in the Young
Writer’s ‘Twisted Tales, in darkest dreams’ anthology. We are
very proud of all of our student’s hard work which really did
showcase the wonderful creative writer’s that we have in our
school.
The completed books have finally been published and we are
pleased to announce the follow students have chosen to have
their work published.
-

Athina Mitchell
Emma Hughes
Esme Hamilton
Daisy Spencer
Sophie Thomas
Jenna Phillips
Millie Wiseman
Annie Jerreat
Aaron Bickerstaff

Congratulations to all of our writers and keep your eyes open
for more competitions coming soon!

BT Dig Data Challenge
Last week a number of KS3 students took part in the BT Dig Data challenge. Over the course of the
bank holiday weekend students could opt to take part in a challenge being held by BT. They were
given a brief about the task and were asked to look at the data.
Using their IT skills they were asked to filter information that was in a spreadsheet. This document
contained the dataset and some information about preferences on how mobile phone and tablet users
stay better connected e.g. what’s important to them when they are using a device to connect with their
friends. They then had to manipulate the data to give BT more information on how their users used the
devices. From all this information, they then had to put
forward advice to BT on how they could improve their
services.
A special well done to the following students for their
excellent work, Luke Mayo and Pareshay Khan in Year 7,
Ava Turner and George Andrews in Year 8 and Isabelle
Lowry in Year 9.

From Homework to Hollywood
Disney is set to film a new movie about a girl with cerebral palsy who’s nonverbal and uses a
wheelchair and her experience seeking out an inclusive education. The movie will star Mayflower's
own Year 8, Phoebe-Rae Taylor, who has cerebral palsy and uses a wheelchair herself.
The movie, which will stream on Disney+, is an adaptation of Sharon M. Draper’s novel “Out of My
Mind.”
The story focuses on Melody Brooks, a preteen with cerebral palsy who is unable to speak or walk,
and who has not had the same opportunities as other students of her age. But when a young
teacher notices Melody’s capabilities, she encourages her student to pursue mainstream education.
Phoebe was discovered through a worldwide search.
“We get to make something that hasn’t been seen
before — a coming of age story about a sixth grader
who is nonverbal and uses a wheelchair and who will
be played by a wonderful actress with cerebral palsy,
” Peter Saraf, a producer of the film.
'Out of My Mind' will be an important part of disability
awareness and inclusion and will expand the conversation surrounding diversity and disability."

Andy Hunter - School Governor
I have been a Mayflower governor since 2011, I am Vice Chair of governors and chair of the
Curriculum Committee which oversees teaching and learning. I have lived in Billericay for forty
years and have a son who attended Mayflower School. I hold a Bachelor of Arts degree from Leeds
University, am a Fellow of the Chartered Management Institute and an Associate of the Institute of
Financial Services.
I am an experienced leader with a strong track record in managing multi-million pound businesses
at MD level. My past roles include Head of Marketing in NatWest’s
corporate bank, Head of Online Strategy for Royal Bank of Scotland,
and Transaction Banking MD at VocaLink with responsibility for the
Bacs and Faster Payments services. I was formerly a director of Bacs
Ltd and a member of many banking industry committees.
I am also Chair of the SEAX Trust, a multi academy trust managing a
number of special schools across Essex. I am Chair of Citizens Advice
South Essex and a director of Essex Citizens Advice. I am also active
in Rotary both locally and at county level.

Design & Technology
A huge well done to all our KS3 students who have all completed their third rotation in both Food and
DT. In our department to celebrate the school values and achievement of our students we have
implemented our postcard initiative. We are selecting 3 students per class and postcards are given out
per rotation.
Our first rotation students are:
Year 7
Sienna Coffill, Jack Bentham, Khiara Grigg, Max Mundy, Benedict
Guthrie-Blunkell, Rose Threadgold, Harris Henton, Mia Pearson,
Maddie Richbell, Isobel St Pier, Bethan Armsden, Ollie Fowler,
Eleanor Chaplin, Isla Nursery & Harrison Fitzgerald
Year 8
Adam McGuiness, Phoebe Mullins Adams, Isabelle Lee, Oliver
Nunn, Ruby Toll, Izzy Cheeseman, Isaac Seaman-Young, Ethan
Young, Keziah Newman, Emma Hughes, Harriet Reynolds & Jamie
Weddell.

Year 9
Isobel Alderton, Flynn Southwood, Maggie Shepherd, Frank
Thornton, Jared Seedsman, Zachary Liggins, Maisie Rowlings, Grace
Liddiard, Beatrice Bleakley, Jaidon Keilly, Chloe Templeman, Sam
Bowden, Abi Rivas, Sophie West, Guy St Pierre, Grace Gikas, Reuben
Tervitt & Elliott Smith
Thank you for your hard work, who will get a postcard next time?
Miss. Miles
In Year 7 last week many automata toys were being
completed. Here are some excellent examples from
the 7X class. They managed to get the mechanism
working and created fantastic bold designs. Great
work year 7!

Last week in Miss. Miles year 8 class students
completed their candle holders, just look at the textures
created on the aluminium and cut work on plastic
underneath. What beautiful work. A huge well done to
you all, can you spot your work?

9xTc1 have been designing and
developing prototype lamp shade ideas.
Well done to the following students in
particular whose pictures I have
included; Freya Bushell, Olly Neal, Ella
Patten and Maggie Shepherd.
Well done.

Also in year 9 students have been making
their own phone speakers and stand. This
has included students soldering their own
speaker circuit, testing it and designing
the stand using CAD and the laser cutter.
A great effort!
Mr Fowler

Foor Preparation & Nutrition
When is lemon meringue pie not lemon meringue pie? When the Year 10's do their practical exams!
Please share with us your delight in their outstanding achievements.

Key Stage 3 and 4 Achievement Points
Congratulations to our students who will be receiving their certificates for their merits in
assemblies over the next few weeks. Badges can be collected from their Year Manager or
from Mrs Cooke or Mrs Ball. It is fantastic to see students continuing to demonstrate our core
values.
Achievement Awards
(25 merits)
Year 7
Peyton Simpkin
Charlie Dean
Year 8
Finley Slater
Izzy La-Rocque
Tom Kirk
Liam Alger
Year 10
Nicole Probets
Imogen Garrett
Harry Furber
Harry Foley
Jack Collins

Silver Award (75
merits)
Emily Hyatt
Zara Ellis
Oliver Cusack
Luke Andrews
Year 8
Conor Raftery
William Middleton
Ava Mason
Luke Linwood
Freya Flanagan
Erin Blake
Year 9
Sophie West
Harry Gray
Amelie Cunningham
Luke Casey

Year 11
Millie Bainbridge
Year 10
Charlie Shields
Nicholas Elliott-Hans Mia Lowe
Yasmin King
Kitson Jorge
Elliot Hawkins
Zionaya Charles
Bronze Award (50
Mia Alami-Merrouni
merits)
Year 7
Juliet Vinton-Smith
Aiden Trunks
Daniella Tibbs
Patrick Richardson
Sophie Rendell
Cerys Peacham
Alexander Mulcahy
Grace Mott
Alfie Moorcroft
Leila Maher
Erin Knight

Year 11
Charlie King
Ethan Fairchild
Ava Fabb-Bourne
Imogen Braby

Year 7
Teddy Williams
Tilly Walsh
Elliot Stephens
Rocco Savill
Maddie Richbell
Markella Ntisios
Felix Naman
Conor Mint
Kristen Lambe
Calum Henderson
Ben Harper
James Harman
Will Hardy
Hayden Franklin
Larissa Fabb-Bourne
Tiana Charles
Isabella Barke
Joshua Avery
Frankie Anson
Year 8
Ava Turner
Matthew Tanner
William Stansfield
Sophie Saunders
Indi Rushbrook
Holly Nethercoat
Mathew Monev
Caitlin Maisey
Daisy Judd
William Goddard
Oliver Coughtry
Joshua Copp
Archie Connolly-Cole
Dylan Coles
Maci Behn

Fae Bailey
Year 9
Freddie Viner
Lily Tibbs
Grace Liddiard
Nihal Koothoor
Emma Humphrey
Josh Hull
Charlie Garlick
Courtney Franklin
Maddie Clarke
Leila Cable
Scarlett Burton
Neve Burton
Rebecca Brown
Izaak Brough
Lily Bridgeman
Theo Beauchamp
Tobey Barnett
Thomas Barley
Year 10
Haolong Fangli
Phoebe Adams
Year 11
Matthew Watson
Robert Reid
Jack Mason
Isabel Jameison

Gold Award (100 merits)
Year 7
Edward Taylor
Ryan Strain
Lily-Mai Smith
Archie Scott
Megan Posthuma
Honey Phillips
Jasmine Patel
Athina Mitchell
James Luck
Tommy Lawrence
Luca Hernandez
Roxy Hartman
Ava Harlow
George Daines
Archie Cushing
Matilda Cunningham
Ella Classen
Poppy Chambers
Abby Caldon
David Brace
Aaron Bickerstaff
Julianna Bauckham
Lenny Batchelor
Year 8

Year 10
Jack Alsemgeest
Year 11
Arselma Sam
Fia Moffat
Ellis Hicks
Niamh Beckett
Platinum Award (150
Merits)

Mr Maples Retirement
Just a little reminder to all past students of
Mr Maples. If you have any stories or
pictures to share about Mr Maples or would
like to just send him your well wishes
please complete the form by scanning the
QR Code. Or if you would like to send it
directly via email please use
rmaples@mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk

Year 7
Mia Wilson
Taleya Shazly
Elsa Beauchamp
Ollie Alsemgeest
Year 8
Emma Hughes
Year 9
Sam Bowden
Year 10
Annie Eastman

Callum Willis
Ruby Toll
Jessie Templin
Isaac Seaman-Young
Abigail Povey
Emilija Malakauskaite
Alfie Lowrie
Scarlett Lobb
Keira Jameison
Ellen Hood
Ella Davies
Naomi Clements
Izzy Cheesman

A special congratulations
for these students
achieving 200 merits to
receive their diamond
award.

Year 9
Chloe Templeman
Emma Eccles
Orla Condon

Merit totals were calculated
on the 5th May taking into
account positive and
negative points.

Nancy Carroll
Chloe Callis
Beatrice Bleakley
Poppy Barham

Thank you for your
continued support..

Mental Health Awareness Week

Year 8
Amelia Humphreys

The week of May 9-15 is national Mental
Health Awareness week. The theme this
year is one of loneliness, its effect on
mental health, and how we can work
collectively to reduce loneliness in our
community.

Year 10
Prisha Mistry
Freya Liggins
Holly Browne

During the week students have been
undertaking a variety of activities to raise
the profile of this issue.

Mrs E Cooke and Mrs N Ball

Mr Fox

Mayflower Alumni - Jack Hines
To be honest, I did not give Mayflower 100% when I was a student up till 2012. I enjoyed
my time there and I gained some valuable qualifications. However, I would class myself in
the “I wish I had tried harder” group of school leavers.
I gained enough A Level qualifications to be accepted into the University of Plymouth to
study Economics. I was skeptical about learning, reading and the “normal path” that society
expects us to follow (with the 9-5 lifestyle). But while there I had some of the best years of
my life. My years at university were split between studying and fitting in ample
“extracurricular” time partying and spending time with friends I made there, which I am still
close with till this day. Unsupervised and independent learning really worked well for me,
and I found that I started to learn simply because I was curious. Curious about finance,
curious about technology and curious about where creativity/technology mix. That mix
ultimately led to my interest in and passion for game development. I left university with a
1st Hons and a feeling that learning was not all that bad.
After I entered the workforce, I thought that making a massive wage was going to make me
happy. Fast forward only a few months and I realised that in fact money was not the
greatest thing on earth and other things could take priority. I realised I wanted to enjoy my
work, I wanted to challenge myself and I wanted to put my name to something that I was
proud of. So, I started learning game coding and art on the side, building up my computing
skills via Udemy/YouTube and making gaming projects that I was passionate about. At first,
they were terrible. Horrible code, horrible art, horrible design, just horrible. But, over time I
put together some pretty cool games that ranged from sci-fi RPG’s to apocalyptic racing
games.
I met my Australian fiancé shortly after and moved to Sydney,
Australia. I continued to work hard towards my dream and
landed a job in Wargaming (World of Tanks), working as a
Software Engineer. Interestingly, I am the only one in the
department without a relevant degree. Now, I spend my
weekdays working on something I love, and my weekends in an
amazing country soaking up the sun and the Australian laid back
culture.
I guess the moral of the story is that “I wish I had tried harder” is
a nasty regret to have. Instead, I’ve learnt that with a bit of
perseverance, a bit of patience and some hard work, it is possible
to get to wherever you want to go in life.
Jack Hines

