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The school site has been made a little more festive with Christmas trees and tinsel during the
past few weeks . However this has been a very busy and productive end to the term, all year
groups have been working hard . Our senior students have been undergoing pre public
examinations , well done all of you , They are all looking forward to the holiday break. This
has been a long but complete term, and although there have been times which have
challenged us the whole community has ensured that we maintain focussed , delivering
meaningful quality teaching and enabling positive learning experiences. It was a pleasure for
me and members of the Senior Leadership Team to engage with parents and carers during
the forum meeting this week, thank you for your questions ,feedback and comments.
As Christmas approaches we enter a time of caring and gratitude, I can
not be but proud of the work and effort of the Rights Action Group and
the support of the school community to the foodbank appeal. Whilst
things are still far from ‘normal’, I would like to take the opportunity to give
thanks to every member of our school community and wish you all a safe
Christmas and restful holiday.
Ms J Williams
Interim Headteacher

Our Head Students
Two of our students in Year 13 were chosen last year to be the school’s Head
Students: Ed Pratt and Evie Walker.
As we approach the end of this first term back this year, we wanted to outline
some of the work we have been undertaking to make Mayflower High School an
even better place to study.
This term, we have been working extremely hard to enhance the student
experience at Sixth Form. We really wanted to establish a sense of community
through our communal events such as our welcome party for Year 12 and
multiple fundraising events. Especially after the isolation we have all experienced
and the collapsed school schedule last year, integrating a collective environment
has been a top priority as head students of Mayflower. We hope to bring about
more positive change for the whole school in the near future, leaving a legacy of
respectfulness, a passion for learning, in a safe and enjoyable institution.
We hope everyone in Mayflower’s community has a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
Ed Pratt & Evie Walker

Fiction Fridays
The Dyslexia Centre has recently started Fiction Friday! This is where Year 7 and Year 8 students have
been enjoying a variety of teachers from across the school community dropping into their lessons on a
Friday and reading a story with them. Friday 3 December, period 5, Year 8 were fortunate to be read to
by the Interim Headteacher, Ms Williams. Ms Williams read some chapters from Skellig by David
Almond. This is a story about a young boy who has just moved house; in the old crumbling garage, he
discovers a ‘creature’ beneath the spiders’ webs and dead flies. You will have to read the book to find
out what it was and how Michael’s world changes forever. It was a lovely end to a busy week. Year 8
student, Alfie Kay, said he couldn’t wait until they could read some more. Ms Williams told the Year 8
students that she was going to buy the book, so that she could finish reading it herself!
Mrs C Thorogood

Essex Police Christmas Card
Competition
We are delighted to announce that one of
our Year 7 students, Leila Maher, has been
declared the winner of the Essex Police
Christmas Card Competition.
Essex Police had launched the search for
creative young artists to help design the
Chief Constable’s Christmas card. They
were looking for a Christmas card design
that shows the importance of looking after
each other and how Essex Police looks
after us and our community.
The competition was open to children
aged up to 16 inclusive.
After much deliberation, Chief Constable
Ben-Julian Harrington chose Leila’s design,
as the overall winner.

Leila Maher 7B2

Emily Baisden 8BF1

However, it didn’t stop there! We were
also thrilled to learn that some other
Mayflower students were recognised by
the Chief Constable for their designs. Emily
Baisden (Year 8) won second place and
her design is featured on the inside of the
card.
In addition, the designs submitted by two
other Year 8 students, Jasmine Briggs and
Scarlett Lobb, were selected to be featured
on the force’s social media accounts in the
run up to Christmas.

Scarlett Lobb 8B1

We are all really proud of your amazing
achievements! Congratulations!
Mrs V Gray

Jasmine Briggs 8B1

Design & Technology
A huge well done to all those who
managed to complete their project
in the first rotation. We are all very
proud of you and you have all
demonstrated a wide range of skills.
Here is some of the amazing work
that you created, can you spot
yours?

In our new rotations in Technology this is what has been
happening in Key Stage 3.
Mrs Cox’s Year 9 class have been developing their model
making skills in Design and Technology. They have
brilliantly created their own skills board to showcase a
range of techniques to use as a guide for their final
product. Well done, excellent work!

Meanwhile, in Miss Miles’s Year 9 class, they have been busy making
their own helping hand (grabber) project. Students have been hard at
work to create the handles this week which has involved sanding and
filing mainly by hand. What amazing patience you have all had, they
are looking great. Keep up the fantastic work and patience; it will pay
off!

In Year 8 with Miss Miles, students have been designing and modelling
their own candle holder which will be made out of acrylic plastic and
aluminium. Students have also started to experiment in texturing their
aluminium to see how they can add more detail to their work to reflect
the theme of Art Nouveau or arts & crafts movement. Excellent work so
far, keep it up!

The Year 10 GCSE Design & Technology students have been
learning about different types of timber. They have been
challenged to create a Christmas reindeer from a single piece
of plywood. This has involved marking out the reindeer and
using a range of saws, drills & sanding machines. Well done
to everyone involved!
Mr S Fowler

Religious Studies
Year 7 students have completed independent research projects for homework this term on a religion
of their choice. After many excellent submissions we are pleased to announce Khiara Grigg has been
awarded Best Overall Project. Congratulations Khiara!
With so many excellent submissions we would also like to make special mention of some other
students who made an outstanding effort:
Grace Mott
Olivia Cross
Kristen Lambe
Year 8 students have also
completed independent
research projects examining
festivals from around the
world such as Kathina, Holi,
Obon and Eid al-adha.
There were many
outstanding and creative
submissions which led to us
awarding two winners this
time, Anya Mistry and Jack
Warren-Gunn.
Congratulations to Anya
and Jack!
With so many excellent submissions, we would also like to make special mention of some other students
who made an outstanding effort:

Lara McKenzie
Ebony Barnes

Emily Baisden
Nathan Rogers

Alice Rich
Amy Baker

Izzy Cheeseman
Kaysen Grigg

Dylan Learmouth

Ms K McKay

Christmas in Food Preparation & Nutrition and Design & Technology
Our fantastic students have been busy in this festive season!
Mrs Cox and Mrs Chapman’s Year 10 Food Preparation and Nutrition groups have learned about the
history of Lebkuchen biscuits and then had fun icing them before hanging them on the trees. Who
else knew the reason for putting pepper in the biscuit mix was to ward off evil spirits?
Mr Fowler’s Year 9 students enjoyed designing and making acrylic decorations to hang off the trees.
Miss Miles’s Year 7 textiles club students had great fun designing and making their Christmas
garland. The 3 photos in the centre of the montage show some of the biscuits, acrylic decorations and
the fabric garland perfectly!
The foyer at the front of the school has been adorned with the results of our talented students, and
the Lebkuchen biscuits have given the area a magnificent Christmas spicy aroma!
Well done to everyone involved.
Mrs A Chapman

Food Preparation and Nutrition
The Year 10 GCSE students recently took the art of
cooking right back to basics when they made their
own butter from cream and then used the buttermilk
in their scone dough. The students had fun learning
about the science of mechanical agitation, the ability
of the cream to hold air, and the sensory changes
that occurred during the process. They then
presented their scones and butter at home using their
plate and food styling skills to great effect!

A massive congratulations to the following
students for their effort, attitude and enthusiasm
this term, in Computer Science.
Year 7
David Brace, Tommy Lawrence, Max Mundy,
Leila Maher, Harriet Borg, Sophie Thomas, Grace
Vasiliou, Ellie Lovell, Grace Mott, Juliet VintonSmith, Ava Harlow, Louis Bannister, Jemima
Adams, William King, Ella Classen, Megan
Langshaw, Pareshay Khan and Riley Dowson
Year 8
Scarlett Lobb, Scarlett Lobb, Samuel Hintz,
Phoenix Hill, Jack Warren-Gunn, Elizabeth
Salvatore, Anna Seeney, Amy Baker, Ruby Toll,
Ruby Toll, Louis Dickenson, Amelia Humphreys,
Holly Nethercoat, Lily Manly, Freya Flanagan,
Callum Willis, Jenna Phillips and Emma Hughes.
Year 9
Freya Bushell, Charlie Temple, James Dickenson,
Izaak Brough, Olly Neal, Luca Poloni, Chloe Callis,
Amelia Gothard, Layla Hicks, Isabelle Lowry,
Beatrice Bleakley, Erinne Turk, Sam Bowden,
Chloe Templeman, Connor Boyce, Oliver Barnett,
Oliver Huntley and Samuel Moore.
Year 7 have been building websites, Year 8 have
been creating games on Scratch and Year 9 have
been programming an interface for a self-service
machine in the canteen. There have been some
excellent products produced across KS3 this
term.
Miss McDowell

Mrs A Chapman

A Level Biology Required Practical Assessments
Over the past few weeks, the A Level Biologists have been completing some of the required practical
elements of the course. Practical work is at the heart of Biology and these activities provide evidence
for the separate practical endorsement of A Level Biology. These are assessed by teachers and will
be based on direct observations of students’ competency in a range of skills that are not assessable
in written exams.
What a great way to see Biology in action!

Mr T Griffiths
Required Practical 2
Preparation of stained squashes of cells from plant tips; using optical microscopes to identify stages
of mitosis and to calculate mitotic index
Students are carefully removing the growing tips from a garlic and preparing it to view under a light
microscope. The hope is to view cells in the process of cell division (Mitosis).

Here, we can identify and observe cells undergoing mitosis:

Required Practical 3
Production of a dilution series of a solute to produce a calibration curve with which to identify the
water potential of plant tissue
Here, students are preparing a dilution series of Sodium Chloride solutions and measuring the rate of
osmosis in potato.

The potato cores are now being dried and reweighed after 20 minutes in different salt concentrations
(at 30°C). This will provide data for the students to calculate the percentage change in mass and to
plot a calibration curve.

Spelling Shed
Throughout this half term, Year 7 students have been busy little bees using the interactive
learning site Spelling Shed to improve their spelling knowledge. Each fortnight, students are
asked to play at least 3 spelling games, with the option to play more. The games are
designed to help students improve their knowledge of certain spelling rules. This half term, we
have focused on using the suffixes -ful, -ably and -ibly. Every game played generates a score
and students are awarded a rank from Egg status up to Royal Bee, depending on their
spelling accuracy and speed.
I am pleased to announce that the form group with the highest number of games played on
our league table was 7F2! Between them all, they played an impressive 1,090 games! The
student with the highest number of games played was Will Hurren, who played a spectacular
328 games in total!
The English Department is abuzz with the news and are looking forward to seeing what the
next term holds in store for Year 7.
Congratulations again everyone in 7F2 and Will! I hope you enjoy your celebratory chocolates
and your purchase with your WH Smith voucher!
Mrs L Appleby

Foodbank Appeal
This month, the Rights Action Group completed an assembly where they explained
the importance of foodbanks in our community and asked students to show their
support by donating urgently needed items.
Students in the assembly explained how foodbank usage has dramatically
increased over the course of the pandemic and how vital the work they do is for
our community. They showed students how to access the Billericay foodbank app,
so they can track which items are most needed to ensure our donations are as
helpful as possible. They shared their Bag for Life appeal which asks students to
create a bag of specific items for giving to people over the holidays.
We have received a wonderful response from staff and students alike.
This week, we found out that the students in 9B1 had collected 106
items already! Well done, everyone in 9B1!
We will be delivering the donations to the foodbank on Friday 17
December. Thank you to everyone who has helped out this year! We
are really proud to be making such a significant contribution to our
community
Ms K McKay

Geography - Hazards
Year 9 Geography students have completed some wonderful homework for their Hazards unit. Oscar Larter
built and tested an earthquake proof building using LEGO Technic. Oscar created two video clips, the first clip is
with the earthquake protection and the second is to show what happens without it! A fantastic idea, Oscar!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cgBtgnmFa5Cyv8HK9x8u8EOgXRjculZ3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12roBA3XycYzB6frx71bAQ3tY_IehfuRN/view?usp=sharing
Sophia Rekasheva designed and annotated an earthquake-proof building. Sophia added some excellent details.
Great work, Sophia.

We are really proud of their hard work!
Mrs S Keyworth

Games Club
Many students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have already
enjoyed going to Games Club on a Tuesday lunchtime.
The numbers of students attending have been steadily
rising; it has been good to see so many new faces in
recent weeks.
The students have enjoyed themselves, have met new
friends and been learning new games. I look forward to
seeing many students, both old and new, next term
when Games Club will resume from Tuesday 11
January.
Mr M Wallen

“Teaching is honestly wonderful. It’s a joy to be a teacher!”
Mayflower High School is proud to be a part of the Billericay Educational Consortium (BEC), a top- quality
provider of school-centred initial teacher training (SCITT). If you have ever considered teaching as a career,
why not look at joining the teacher training programme that BEC run.
Mr J Rhodes

Are you bored with the daily grind?
Do you have skills and talents that aren’t being used?
Would you like to do a uniquely satisfying job that makes a real contribution?
Why not join our Teacher Training Programme?
BEC Teacher Training trains local teachers for local schools. With over 25 years of experience and rated an
outstanding provider by Ofsted, our friendly and professional team works in close partnership with over 50
Essex schools to train primary and secondary teachers. Our trainees tell us that training with us is a ‘firstclass experience’ that gives them ‘all the skills they need to be a successful teacher’. All our trainees get jobs
when they reach the end of the course, with the vast majority choosing to take up positions in local schools
as they take their first steps in this exceptionally rewarding career.
“Teaching is honestly wonderful. It’s a joy to be a teacher!” says
former trainee Maddie.
Contact us today to find out more about teacher training.
Call 01268 477611, email louise@billericayscitt.com or visit our
website www.billericayscitt.com for more information.

Becoming a Certified Ableton Ninja
It is no secret to our musicians in the Music Department (and anyone that will listen to me) that I’m a
little bit addicted/obsessed with the mega influential DAW Ableton Live, therefore I decided back in
2019 to apply to Ableton to become one of their Certified Trainers. I was really happy to be
shortlisted and invited to an online interview using Zoom (which at this point before COVID was a
very new experience – who would have thought that would change so much?!) with the teams in
Berlin and London. Having successfully passed that interview, I would then need to attend a twoday event at some point in May 2020 in Manchester with the other applicants, where we would be
put through our paces before becoming Certified if we met their standards. Then, as we know,
COVID struck, so that couldn’t happen…
Finally, the decision was made in September 2021 for the UK applicants to be the first batch of
applicants to complete the whole process online, resulting in sessions running in the evening
totalling around 20 hours in total – quite an exhausting, challenging but inspiring process!
I’m very happy to report that I was successful through the process and I am officially an Ableton
Certified Trainer, being the only current secondary Music teacher in the UK to have this accolade
(Ableton certification is a rare thing – the previous event in the UK was 8 years ago) and my profile
can be found here on the Ableton website: https://www.ableton.com/en/certified-training/jamestuck/
My main focus as an Ableton Certified Trainer is to help other music departments use this amazing
technology to inspire the musicians in their departments, either by training the teachers and/or
musicians as well as providing free resources for their classrooms. My resources have been used in
classrooms all around the UK, but have also been requested in places such as the USA, Netherlands,
Norway and Australia.
I was invited by Ableton to represent both Ableton and Mayflower High School by speaking at the
recent Music Mark conference about some resources that I am designing in collaboration with
Ableton and Melodics that will enable students to use pad-based controllers (such as Ableton Push
2) for their GCSE performances. This has been a really exciting project which has the potential to
change the face of music education in the UK and I am extremely grateful to work at a school that
allows our department to be at the cutting edge of music education and supports my personal
development as a music professional to work with companies such as Ableton.
Mr J Tuck

Year 8 Successes
My best part of the week is assembly day on a Tuesday, when I get the chance to hand out
certificates to our fantastic students who are being recognised for their amazing achievements at
school.

Not only have our Year 8 students continued to demonstrate
successes in school but also outside of school too!
A huge congratulations to Violet Harmer who has qualified
for the prestigious U13s Essex County Cricket team for a
second year in a row! We can not wait to follow your team’s
successes this year.
Although our assemblies are being held virtually at the
moment, I will still continue to visit all forms and ensure our
Year 8 students receive their awards they so well deserve.
Wishing all our Year 8 students and their families a very
Merry Christmas and wonderful new year. I look forward to
welcoming you back to school in 2022.
Mrs Z Pierce

Achievement Award Winners
We have been incredibly proud of our students as they come to the end of their first full term since 2019 and
their hard work and resilience has been celebrated in virtual celebration assemblies this week. Their
contribution to our school and community has been really valued and we are delighted to see our students
demonstrating our core values of:
Be a learner
Be respectful
Be safe
The year managers have given out over 200 fast passes for our canteen since September and 32621 merits
have been awarded by members of our school community. Our students have really embraced our new
rewards and since the start in September, we have 159 students who have received their Bronze
certificates, 31 achieved Silver, 11 Gold Awards and even 1 Diamond.
Our students' contribution to our school community is very important and we have really enjoyed seeing our
students return to a more normal school life and seeing our students take part in school trips, students
leading whole-school assemblies, Eco Club, representing the school in sport, prefects, the School Council,
peer mentors, Jack Petchey winners and receiving subject awards to name a few.

We would like to thank all our students who have tried so hard this term and thank you for supporting them
too.
Have a great Christmas and enjoy a Happy New Year with all of your families!
Mrs E Cooke and Mrs N Ball
Year 7

Year 8

Niall Weightman
Juliet Vinton-Smith
Harry Showell
Elliot Saltmarsh
Maddie Richbell
Sophia Richbell
Erin Knight
William King
Emily Hyatt
George Harris
Hayden Fitch
Anthony Esposito
Yasemin Enver
Matthew Edwards
Stan Eastman
Riley Dowson
Judy Davidson
Chloe Barker

Kai Smith
Daniel Scott
Eadie Hatchard
Molly Wright
Megan Pool
Amy Norman
Harry Fairbairn
Ethan Dyerson
Ned Domakin
Albie Button
Oliver Coughtry
Year 9
Libby Wright
Thomas Waide
Jack Sumner
Rosie Richardson
Samuel Price
Amelia Nisbett

Lily Levy
Elif Keskin
Isla Joyce
Emily Joshi
Lola Johnson
Aurora Hysa
Emma Humphrey
Abi Crawford
Leila Cable
Rebecca Brown
Jamie Bourne
Thomas Barley
Fred Belcher
Freya Bushell
Harry Gray
George Hampton
Frederick Rayner
Lucie Martin
Sophie Lehman
Maggie Shepherd
Charlie Temple
Hayden Williams
Oliver Perrin

Year 10
Harry Sumner
Nathaniel
Rutherford
Isabelle Redfearn
Christopher Olson
Iona McMorris
Cerys Marchant
Callum Lill
Samuel Jerreat
Ella Holmes
Jessica Henderson
Harry Fuller
Caitlyn De Kok
Natalie BeresfordCole
Zionaya Charles
Kian Challis
Callum Browne
Sophie Bartlett
Olivia Tremble
Zachary Stevens

Tallulah Smith
Isabelle Rogers
Nicole Morrish
Olivia Marsh
Mia Lowe
Hudson Lobb
Charlie Jolliffe
Edeie Holmwood
Harrison Garnett
Ruby Davis
Year 11
Sienna Yallop
Alfie Wilkins
Livvia Parnell
Mohammad Ahmad

Bronze Awards

Silver Awards

Gold Awards

Year 7

Year 9

Year 7

Year 7

Juliet Wenborn
Henry Tune
Emma Tribe
Anni Tidder
Rose Threadgold
Edward Taylor
Archie Scott
Rocco Savill
Megan Posthuma
Sam Mitchell-Price
Lois Medlock
Caela McMorris
Leila Marns
Chloe Locke-Sinclair
Samuel Hull
Jude Hoile
Luca Hernandez
Harris Henton
Emily Hall
Freddie Gaffney
George Daines
Archie Cushing
Olivia Cross
Edward Brown
Harriet Borg
Julianna Bauckham

James Williams
Ryan Wheaton
Ruby Walsh
Finlay Trott
Kyan Thokchom
Chloe Templeman
Pierce Tamplin
Lucy Sherwood
Kylan Salih
Abi Rivas
Sam Moore
Kyla Moffat
Pippa Harris
Sophie Farrow
Charlie Cribb
Orla Condon
Lily Bridgeman
Connor Boyce
Charlotte Aris
Katy Ames

Lotty Smith
Elsie Shepherd
Mia Pearson
Megan Langshaw
Ollie Alsemgeest

Grace Vasiliou

Year 8
Jack Warren-Gunn
Ruby Toll
Jessie Templin
Gene Sullivan
Aidan Sterry
Anna Seeney
Alice Rich
Abigail Povey
Lara McKenzie
Travis Lucas
Jamie Gregory
Mason Grant
Jamie Cooper
Zen Charles
Grace Barker
Amy Baker

Year 10
Madison Yates
Alex Scott
Annie O'Connell
Charlie Nicel
Owen Hasler
Lewis Hall
Eva Brock
Oliver Barrett
James Baker
Massara Al-Azzawi

Year 8
Amelia Humphreys
Cameron Ball

Year 8
Year 10
Anya Mistry
Archie Henson
Chloe Healy
Charlotte Dowson
Year 9

Prisha Mistry
Daniel McGuinness
Maia Lynn
Freya Liggins
Holly Browne

Emily Turner
Frank Thornton
Aimee Storey
Guy St Pierre
Erin Lambe
Amelia Gothard
Year 10
Sophie Vaidya
Grace Rumsey
Maizy Breed
Grace Andrews

Platinum Awards
Year 9
Thomas Williams

Year 11
Jude Layzell
James King

Year 11
Matthew Watson
Archie Mackay
Isabel Barrett

Please note that our Year 11
students have been doing
PPEs since Thursday 2
December so have had less
opportunity to receive merits.
Merits were calculated on
Thursday 9 December .

Mayflower Alumni
Our two former Mayflower students this time,
Alexa Joel and Lee Barnard, both have a sporting
connection. In both cases, their love for sport was
fostered, developed and encouraged during their
Mayflower days.
Mr J Rowlands

Mayflower Alumni Alexa Joel
Since leaving Mayflower in 2002, Alexa went on to
study Sports Science & Management at Loughborough
University. Since graduating in 2005, Alexa has
qualified as a secondary school Physical Education
teacher and now works as a PE Teacher and School
Games Organiser at a local Essex secondary school.
Alexa’s love of athletics continues, having represented
Mayflower several times at Essex Schools’
Championships, she has gone on to represent Basildon,
Chelmsford, Havering, Loughborough and even Team
GB in middle and long distance running. Alexa
completed her first London Marathon in 2018,
completing the course in 3 hours 10 minutes and won
the Brentwood Half Marathon in 2020, finishing in a
time of 1 hour 20 minutes and 15 seconds!

Alexa is still running today and is a keen advocate of
parkrun and is part of the Billericay parkrun core team.
You will often see her volunteering on Saturday
mornings at Lake Meadows Park. Alexa would be
delighted to see you there. For more details, go to:
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/
Alexa owes her love of sports to the supportive
Physical Education team at Mayflower when she was a
student.
Alexa also has a very special connection to Mayflower,
as her younger sister, Mrs C Davis is the Head of
Religious Studies and our Eco Club coordinator!

Mayflower Alumni Lee Barnard
Having left Mayflower in 2000, Lee went into
full time professional football with Tottenham
Hotspur. He signed at Spurs from the age of
10 and so progressed through the youth
teams while his time at Mayflower. Once
completing his GCSEs, he went full time at the
North London club, signing a Youth Training
Scheme (YTS) contract.
At 18, Lee signed his first professional
contract. He progressed through the youth
team and reserve team before making his
Premier League first team debut against
Manchester United in April 2006. He went on
to make 2 further first team appearances
before leaving the club to join Southend
United. He enjoyed 2 successful seasons at
The Shrimpers, becoming a firm favourite of
the fans, including a certain Acting Deputy
Headteacher!
Lee then signed for Southampton FC. He
stayed at the South-Coast club for 4 ½ years,
before heading back at Southend for a second
spell. He then spent a season at Crawley
Town, Braintree Town and, finally, Chelmsford
City.
The PE team at Mayflower helped develop not
only Lee’s footballing skills, but in a wide
range of other sports. The school football
team in which Lee played was a successful
one as well and also enjoyed trips to USA and
Denmark to represent Mayflower in
prestigious tournaments and cups.
Since retiring from football, Lee is a keen
property developer. His love of sport is still
strong and he enjoys playing football, tennis
and golf.
Dr S Fawell

