
 1 

 

 

Friday 2 July 2021 

In this issue: 

DoE Bronze Award Expedition 

Multi-Schools Council 

Equality & Diversity 

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge 

Thank You Day 

English News 

Food 

Science: Coke & Mentos 

Geography Fieldwork is back! 

Weather & Climate 

 Eco Club: Great British Spring 

Clean 

Year 9 Holocaust Memorials 

Art: Star of the Month 

Newsletter                           Issue 2 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Expedition 

On Saturday 19 June, 67 Mayflower High School students had 
their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Expedition. Normally 
there are two expeditions, each expedition is over two 
consecutive days, camping overnight. The decision was made 
to go ahead with the expedition but, with Covid 
considerations, it was reduced to a single day without camping. 

The students started at one of three locations; Thorndon 
Country Park South, Seabrights Barn (Galleywood), and St 
Mary’s and All Saints Church (Langdon Hills). The students 
were in 10 groups of five, six or seven. Each group had one or 
two supervisors, the supervisors were there to ensure the 
safety of the group. Each group followed their route along 
public footpaths whenever possible, back to Mayflower High School. After a quick 
debrief, the students were free to go. 

I encountered one group who seemed to be having a great 
time, they told me; they had seen a neglected horse and went 
to investigate, in doing so were confronted by vicious dogs, 
and they had to escape along an overgrown footpath. After 
some questioning, the vicious dogs turned out to be  six 
Chihuahuas; the escape, such as it was, was down an overgrown footpath, where 
first aid scissors were used to clear away some thistles. I did not find out about the 
horse but I would like to believe it was just on its own rather than neglected. The 
students in this group had clearly loved this “adventure” and were thoroughly 
enjoying their experience. This seemed to be the flavour of the day for all the 
groups. All groups got back to school a little tired and without incident.  

This finished the award for these students, which they had started in September 
2019, as such they were overdue some fun and the chance to finish their Bronze 
Award.                                Mr  A Cottee 

Multi-Schools Council 

On Thursday 24 June, six students represented Mayflower 
High School in the Multi-Schools Council.  

The meeting, which was held online, covered a broad range 
of topics including self-esteem, online safety, what it is like to 
be visually impaired, equality and the Multi-Schools            
upcoming  fundraising event to Mount Snowdon.                  
The students, Amy Baker, Phoebe-Rae Taylor, James Bailey, 
Brandon Burrett, Jack Surridge and George Hayhow, were    
a credit to the school and came up with many great ideas 
during the discussions.  

We are very proud of all of our students who took part!               
Thank you!                 Mrs S Nichols 

As I walked around the site this week 

I noticed how very responsive our 

students are. It was pleasing to hear 

teaching staff ask probing and 

reaching questions, but it was even 

more delightful to hear the 

articulate , considered answers from 

the students.  

I have seen each  year group participate in the 

Respecting Diversity assemblies this week. It was 

touching to be with so many staff  who gave up part 

of their evening to say goodbye to Year 13 students 

during MayFest, thank you. I wish them all every 

success as they move to the next chapter of their 

lives.       Ms J Williams, Interim Headteacher 
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Equality and Diversity 

Every fortnight, staff and students have been meeting after school to discuss  
diversity and equality at Mayflower. The group encourages Sixth Form students 
to discuss their experiences, areas of success, and how we as a community can 
move forward to create a more inclusive school environment. This has been an 
opportunity for Sixth Form students to develop their leadership and critical 
thinking skills. In doing so they are mirroring what is happening in many schools, 
businesses, and other organisations in acknowledging their role in promoting 
equality in their workplaces, and the benefits this brings to individuals, and     
ultimately, society as a whole.                    Mr P Banger 

An assembly on respecting diversity in Mayflower has been delivered for stu-
dents in Years 7 to 10 this week. The aim of the assembly was to focus on how 
we respect everyone and be proud of who we are as individuals. The concepts 
of tolerance and empathy were shared with a focus on treating others in the way 
that we would want to be treated. We discussed stereotypes and discrimination 
and which type of language is not acceptable and we made it clear to all           
students that, at Mayflower, we expect everyone to think about their language, 
show empathy to others and accept others for their differences.  
 

All students have responded really well to the key messages and we have had 
many students and staff share their positive comments about the sessions.    

                            Mrs V Gray and Mr P Banger 

Jack Petchey Speak Out             
Challenge 

Mrs Beckett and Mr Marshall 
were delighted with the turnout 
for the initial Jack Petchey 
Speak Out event that they were 
able to organise a second ses-
sion for the students who were 
previously unable to attend.  

During this session, we worked on refining students’ understanding and use of 
effective content, structure, and delivery in speech writing. Some of the              
interesting topics that arose surrounded masculinity, issues with greyhound racing 
practices, and the benefits of owning pets for young people.   

Students were able to develop their public speaking skills, which will help to      
underpin their upcoming speeches in Year 10 as part of the English Language    
endorsement.  

Well done to everyone who took part!       Mrs D Beckett & Mr Z Marshall 

Thank You Day  

This term Year 7-9 tutor groups were invited to take part in making posters giving 
thanks to all those who supported them and their communities during              
the  pandemic in preparation for National Thank You Day on 4 July. A number of 
these have been submitted for inclusion in the national Thank You card which 
will be presented at Wimbledon.  

Here are some excellent examples of the work completed…. 
                                    Mrs V Gray 
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English News 

Year 7 
Students in 7F2 have been comparing Alan Bennett's adaptation of Wind in the 
Willows with the original novella by Kenneth Grahame. This week, they got into 
teams and experimented with vocal techniques to bring a reading of the story to 
life, inventively and creatively. 
Year 8 

Students in 8L2 and 8M1 got into teams of up to six students to put their journal-
istic skills to the test in creating a front page news report. They had read Roald 
Dahl's short story Lamb to the Slaughter and took this as their inspiration to re-
port on the murder of police detective Patrick Maloney.  
 
The classroom was converted into a busy newsroom as students worked on 
catching the eye of the news-reading public whilst retaining the integrity of the 
story and the values of their publication. The team work demonstrated was sen-
sational and all teams met the deadline! 

Mrs J Lee 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 

Mrs Holland and Mrs Deakes’ Year 9 classes have been studying Romeo and Juliet 
and had ‘crafty’ English lessons designing and making masks for the Capulet 
Ball.  These turned out to be very colourful and imaginative and there was even a 
Covid-inspired mask from one student! 

Year 9 are currently studying climate change in preparation for an argumentative 
writing assignment. They have been reading about different aspects of climate 
change and how it is presented in the news. They have been finding out about 
Extinction Rebellion and lots of discussion has ensued as a result of their studies. 
This has been an interesting unit of work and shows how wonderfully cross-
curricular English can be. 

Mrs S 
Hol-
land 

 

       

 

 

 

Year 10 

Our Year 10 students are busy preparing for their Spoken Exams before the end 
of term.  The subject matter is diverse and topical, ranging from debates about 
the effects of social media on our lives, reflections on Trump’s presidency or the 
question of whether footballers deserve their high wages.  Students will deliver 
their speeches in a small group with their peers and will be ready to respond to 
some interesting questions.  

Ms J Bradley 
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Food  

Students in their Food lessons have been honing their skills with humble             
ingredients.  

Year 9 students (and teachers) have been practising their knife skills to produce 
swans out of apples. 

 

While students in Year 8 have been undertaking some amazing food styling    
using teacakes. 

 

It is amazing what you can do with simple ingredients! 

Mrs A Chapman 

 

Science: Coke & Mentos 

During Year 11 students’ last two weeks of Science before half term, they were 
involved in a STEM project based on the Coke and Mentos reaction. Their aim was 
to design and construct a mechanism to release Mentos into a coke bottle       
without having to manually drop them in. This culminated in a lesson on the field 
where the students were able to test their constructions. Congratulations to all of 
Year 11 whose effort and engagement was fantastic. Special congratulations go to 
Toby, Jamie and James of 11E/Sc2 whose mechanisms worked extremely well. It 
worked even better than our own Mr Griffiths’s design who was representing the 
Science staff.  

Thank you to Year 11 for all their hard work in Science over the last two years.       
I think we can all agree that this was a great end to their Science education at 
Mayflower. 

 
Mr E Hopper  
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Geography Fieldwork is back! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 29 June, Year 12 students embarked on the first A Level Geography 
fieldwork since January 2020. 

In non-Covid years, A Level students usually complete two days of fieldwork – 
one in the Autumn Term at Walton- on-the- Naze and another in the Spring 
Term at Stratford.  This is then followed by a three-day residential trip to    
Southwold in the Summer Term to complete data collection for their              
independent investigation.  Whilst Ofqual have decided students will not have 
to carry out the usual four days of fieldwork for their A Level, students will have 
to complete an independent investigation worth 20% of their A level. 

During their studies this year, students have collected data both remotely and 
independently during the time they were working from home and also carried 
out an infiltration study on the school site. However, on Tuesday, students left 
the school site to investigate the impact of redevelopment and regeneration on 
Chelmsford city centre.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chelmsford fieldwork enabled the A Level geographers to try out new data 
collection skills in an urban environment and begin to get ideas for their own 
independent investigation.  They recorded the land use, carried out                 
environmental quality surveys, pedestrian counts, suit counts and looked for 
evidence of regeneration.  They will now begin to present and analyse the data 
collected and decide if the regeneration of Chelmsford city centre has been  
successful. 

In lessons, they have been looking and listening to advice and top tips prepared 
for them by Year 13 students who completed their investigations last year.  For 
the remainder of this term, the A Level students will be finalising their plans for 
their investigations and collecting data over the summer.  We look forward to 
seeing their investigations completed in the Autumn Term of 2021. 

It’s good to be back out in the field!  

 

Mrs S Keyworth 
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Weather and Climate 

 

In a timely fashion, Year 7 Geographers have been learning about the different 
types of rain and clouds in our Weather and Climate unit. The last month’s 
weather has been a great example of how interchangeable it can be in          
Billericay!  
 

Here are some examples of some work they have been doing in class.  
 Miss A Reville 

 

Eco Club : Great British Spring Clean 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently, some members of the Eco Club volunteered to take part in the Great 
British Spring Clean event with The Billericay Litter Pickers. We went along to help 
on a Saturday to litter pick at Lake Meadows with members of the Billericay              
Community. We hope to be able to again soon.  
 
This comes off the back of Eco Club’s efforts to 
tackle litter around the school site, assisted by 
some willing staff volunteers! 
 
They followed this up by delivering a presentation 
to the school’s Senior Leadership Team about their 
work to date and their plans for the future! 
 
I am incredibly proud of the members of Eco Club, for their effort, level of       
commitment and team work they have demonstrated.  
 
Well done! 

Mrs C Davis 
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Year 9 Holocaust Memorials 

In History lessons, our Year 9 students have recently completed a unit studying 
the Holocaust.  

After Miss Gunnell’s trip to Jerusalem via The Holocaust Educational Trust two 
years ago the History Department has rewritten their approach to emphasise 
reflection and respect to all victims of the Holocaust.  

Creating and explaining their own versions of a Holocaust Memorial was part of 
this reflection process at the end of the course.  

Here are some of their thoughts and reflections. 

Well done Year 9! 

Mrs N Ball 
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Proud of our students, proud of our school, proud of our community! 

Art: Star of the Month  
  

Megan Mecham (7R1) has worked incredibly hard this year during her Art lessons 
- both in school and at home (during remote learning).  As you can see from              
the selection of work shown she has displayed remarkable talent and the body of 
work shown is a reflection of her willingness to push the boundaries.   
 
By removing herself from her comfort zone, Megan is continually setting herself 
new challenges through her investigations to produce work of which GCSE         
students would be rightly proud.   
  

Megan has used a range of materials which include oil pastels, colouring pencils 
and watercolour in class and is now working with papier-mâché to create a 3D 
sculpture for her cactus project in the style of Yayoi Kusama.  Thankfully, she is 
equally equipped with art materials at home, resulting in some particularly eye-
catching responses of comic book heroes and the use of colouring pencil for her 
ballet shoes and cherries responses is sensational.  A very bright future awaits 
Megan!   
  

Well done, Megan. We are really proud of your work, your talent and your     
application! 

  

Mr A Clarke 

 


