
The past two weeks have been incredibly memorable. It was a delight to meet our incoming year 7
students and their parents as they embark on their Mayflower journey. During the induction evening we
were able to highlight our values: be respectful, be a learner and be safe. 

Year 11 students had their final GCSE examinations and the staff and students celebrated in the school
field with shirt signing and ice creams which were kindly gifted by the PTFA. The year 11 students were
in a more serious and anxious mood when I addressed them at the start of their year 12 induction day. 

I was so proud of the soon to be year 13 students who were helping them and talking to them about life
in the sixth form. Thank you for putting the year 11 students at ease and being excellent role models. 

I'd also like to thank all the parents, friends  and staff who have helped and enabled 
both our year 11 and 13 proms to take place this year. Both events were hugely 
enjoyable. It is always a pleasure to meet former students. 

I attended a Local Authority headteacher conference recently and a delegate spoke 
to me during the coffee break and said, 'how do you do, I was a student at 
Mayflower High School'. He has promised to write an alumni profile.

                                                                                                                          Ms J Williams
                                                                                                           Interim Headteacher
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Goodbye and Good Luck Year 11
Leavers Day
Last Thursday the majority of our Year 11 students had their last GCSE examination. They then
met on the field for a mass shirt signing event which involved ice creams, music and a photo
wall with props supported by our incredibly supportive PFTA. After all the goodbyes had been
made and all the shirts had been signed staff gathered to give our traditional Mayflower
farewell to our fabulous Year 11 cohort who were clapped off the field into the next chapter of
their lives.

Prom
However, they didn’t have long to wait before they saw each other again as on Sunday we met
at Pontlands Park for Year 11 prom. It is fair to say all the students scrubbed up very well and
looked extremely smart on the night. There were several notable entrances, including 2
students being escorted by several Harley Davidsons to the venue! Our Year 11 students
represented our school very well and were praised by the venue for their manners and
behaviour. Staff and students had a great time, at one point we even had one of our students
on the decks whilst several of our teachers led by Mr Banger were cutting some shapes on the
dancefloor. Thank you Year 11 for a great night, we hope you can take away happy memories
from these events into the next chapter of your lives.
We look forward to seeing many of you return to sixth form in September and for those who
are heading to pastures new we wish you luck in your future and in all you do.

Mrs Ball



Into Film Awards - Grace Liddiard
Big congratulations to Grace Liddiard whose
film that she made with other students at her
theatre group PQA Wickford, won best film at
the IntoFilm awards ceremony this week. Grace
was able to attend the award ceremony and
meet some famous faces.

Below is a link to watch the film itself
 
https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-
views/articles/into-film-awards-2022-best-film-
12-15-food-fight

Well done Grace!
Mr Fox

The Mayflower High Parents, Teachers and Friends Association (The PTFA)
Year 11 Leavers
The PTFA were thrilled to be able to provide ice creams, a beautiful archway and photo wall for our
Year 11 Leavers last Thursday. This was to celebrate their final GCSE exam and the end of a hugely
significant chapter in their educational journey. Thanks to all the Mayflower staff who made us feel so
welcome and supported the event.
 
 
  

Year 7 Induction Evening
Last Thursday evening, the new Year 7s and their parents visited the school and met with their new
form tutors. It was wonderful to meet lots of our new families who are extremely excited about
supporting the PTFA with its forthcoming ventures over the coming academic year. Thank you to the
members of the PTFA who came along. The teamwork and support being shown are appreciated
beyond words.
 
Next PTFA Meeting
Our next meeting will be on Monday 11th July. The 6th Form Common Room will be open from 6.45pm
for drinks and nibbles, ready for the meeting to begin at 7pm. For anyone unsure of where to find us,
there will be signs and friendly faces around to direct anyone as needed. We look forward to seeing as
many of you there as possible.
 
As always, if you have any thoughts, ideas or questions for the PTFA - or would like to become more
involved, please don’t hesitate to drop us a line at the following email address..
ptfa@mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk

https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/into-film-awards-2022-best-film-12-15-food-fight


Mayflower Morris Men
Our pre-covid attempt to start a Mayflower Morris Men boys’ side in Billericay was scuppered by the
lockdowns. We intend to revive the idea this October for boys aged 9-11 (School Years 5-6) or older
(teenagers would attend the men’s practice). 
 
How recklessly the English discard their country’s unique traditions; yet Morris dancing has a long history in
our town (from at least 1575) and we are determined to see it continue. 
The steps, figures and music are passed down by word of mouth. It is not easy to dance well and requires
spatial awareness, hands-feet co-ordination, stamina, grace and control of movement yet strength, a sense
of harmony, memory, determination and resilience. The Morris man dances individually but symmetrically
within a synchronized team. It’s a bit like rugby-ballet-steeplechasing-table tennis (while playing the piano)
all in one. So it feels really rewarding, exhilarating even, when you master it. There is also a strong bond of
fellowship.
Today, interviewers look for something more than just paper qualifications on a cv: the characterful, the
community-spirited, the personal goal achieved, the quirky, that which makes a person stand out from the
crowd. Becoming a living part of a town’s heritage and tradition certainly fulfils that brief.
 
Free tuition is provided by two police-checked retired teachers in Billericay (parents may accompany if
desired). If interested, look at our website www.mayflowermorris.com and e-mail us at
bagman@mayflowermorris.com for details of where and when.

Julian Whybra
Squire Mayflower Morris Men

RS
Year 7 students have spent the last few weeks working on an
independent project based on worship. We were thrilled to see so
many students putting a great deal of effort into their work.
Students chose from a range of religious beliefs, including
Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism and Pastafarianism. 

Some students even went the extra mile and made a model of the
place of worship they had designed!

Jain Temple by Archie Cushing 7B1
 

Church by Ella Walker 7L1
 

Synagogue by Eva Poloni 7L1
Gurdwara by Freya Agate & Kristen

Lambe 7L1
 

http://www.mayflowermorris.com/


Ben Stansfield – Governor Profile
I joined the Governing Body about three years ago. I am currently a member of the Finance and
Personnel Committees.  

I have two children at the School and have lived in the area for about six years, although I grew up
elsewhere in Essex. Prior to joining the Governing Body at Mayflower, I was a Governor at a primary
school. I come from a family of teachers, so I know what hard work the job entails and what an
extraordinary impact teachers can have.

I’m a Solicitor and specialise in environmental and planning law, 
so have a particular interest in how we can improve the School’s 
premises and facilities, as well as how we deal with climate 
change issues, which will the biggest issue that future generations 
will need to deal with. I spend a lot of my working day helping 
clients deal with decarbonisation issues, although a real passion 
of mine is how we improve biodiversity.

In my spare time, I’m generally gardening, reading, or shouting 
at the TV during the news.

Exams
Firstly I want to say a huge thank you to all year groups who have sat external and internal
assessments since early May. It has been a busy period and I am grateful for the students' co-
operation and diligence during the entire period. Year 11 and 13 have gained experience of external
assessments and Year 12 have sat their end of year internal assessments. Year 9 were wonderfully
behaved during their first ever opportunity to sit in the sports hall ‘exam style’ for their science set test.
They entered as quickly as they could, sat silently for the duration and left in an orderly fashion. I am
looking forward to seeing them for their Year 10 internal assessments. 

My second thank you is to the team of invigilators who worked hard to ensure the smooth running of
exams. Led by Mrs Millard, they were on the ball with collecting calculator lids, mobile phones and
watches, as well as putting out papers, checking absences and keeping me up to date with any
problems that arose. There have been several sessions where we have been spread across the school
site - using quieter rooms, computers and working alongside our LSA team to support students. I can’t
tell you how many papers they collected in, but it numbers in the thousands - which were then
packaged and sent to various sorting centres and examiners during the course of the summer season. I
simply can not run exams without their efforts. 

My task now is to focus on results days for Year 13 (18th August) and Year 11 (25th August). We will
be releasing details for those dates shortly. I’ll also be preparing next year - our new Year 7 intake will
be sitting CATS mid-September and year 11 will be sitting their Pre-public exams before we break for
Christmas. 

Best wishes to the students who are waiting for results
Mrs Skudder

Exams Officer



Design & Technology
In Design and Technology we are now in the middle of making and assembling final products,
soon we will have finished products to take photos of for the newsletter. We will try and select
some of the best pieces from this rotation in the next newsletter.

In Year 7 students have been making their
automata toy. Students have now assembled
their stands for the toy and started to assemble
the cam mechanism. Those that are quick have
been helping others to achieve their goal and
then been starting the card sections. 

In Year 8 the pewter keyrings have been cast and
it is now time to start polishing them. Students
will be using files to take off the rough parts of the
pewter surface and then will use emery paper to
smooth and shine their work. We will also be
checking that they have a keyring hole before
taking them home. Great work, can you spot
yours?

In Year 9 students have been busy making parts
for their helping hand project. It is now time to
start assembling the final product using nuts
bolts and washers to secure it into place. This is
where students will realise if their work is too
short or if there is a problem and will need to
problem solve to get the best out of their
hardwork. This is possibly the hardest step of
making the grabber, they will be finished soon
and have a helpful tool to use around the house.

Miss J Miles



Food Preparation and Nutrition
Miss. Miles would also like to say wow to her Year 8 food
class who all made amazing vegetable ragu and
couscous. They carefully cut all the vegetables into small
bitesize chunks before putting them into the saucepan
with tomatoes, oil and sugar to reduce down into a
delicious sauce. Students then made the couscous and
were shown how to make a neat mound of couscous and
put their sauce around it. They were focusing on their
presentation skills in this food lesson, just look how
delicious these dishes are. Can you spot your work?

Miss J Miles
 

Year 7 Tower of London Trip
Over the past two weeks, the History department has taken a
number of Year 7 students to the Tower of London. The trip
expands upon their Norman and Tudor knowledge, looking at
what happened during the Battle of Hastings and why
William of Normandy built the White Tower. As well as this,
the students were also looking at how the tower has been
used as a place of imprisonment throughout history. The
students took part in two educational sessions that focused on
these topics, as well as looking at the key sites of the tower as
a group. 

As well as the historical elements of the trip, the trip also
included a current historical element to it. The ‘Superbloom’
exhibition was put in place around the Tower of London to
commemorate Queen Elizabeth II’s 75 years on the throne. To
honour this momentous event, a selection of flowers have
been planted around the tower. The students were able to
walk around the gardens, as well as going on a slide that is
part of the experience. As you can imagine, the students had a
lot of fun racing each other down the slides!

The History department has always prided itself on its trips
that compliment the curriculum, bringing History alive for our
students. We are very happy that our first post-Covid trip has
taken place, paving the way for trips to return to normal in the
future. Given that this visit would have been the first school
trip for the students in a number of years, we have been so
proud of their behaviour and attitude during these days out.
Many members of the public stopped the teachers to
compliment us on how well the students were behaving, of
which we were extremely proud. If you are looking for
something to do over the summer holidays, the Tower of
London would be a recommendation by staff and students
alike!

Miss Gunnell



GCSE Geography Fieldwork
We took our GCSE students to Walton on The Naze to as part of their Geography GCSE course last week.
Our cohort were split over two days and on both occasions were incredibly lucky to have such amazing
weather on both days. Field trips are often remembered for the rain and wind not with sunburnt faces! 
Our students were investigating the effectiveness of the management strategies at Walton and were
conducting beach profiles, measuring the height of the groynes and comparing managed and non managed
beaches. We had two tutors from the Essex Wildlife Trust talking about the area and the potential conflicts
that management cause. 

As always it is fantastic to get our students to experience 
Geography first hand and to see their case study with their own 
eyes. Our Year 10 students were fantastic on both days and a 
credit to the school. 

Thank you to parents for supporting this trip but especially a big 
thank you to Mrs Keyworth, Mrs Reville, Mr Heakin, Mr Wallen 
and Mrs Pearson for going on the trip. 
                                                                                            Mrs E Cooke
                                                                                  KS4 Coordinator

Murder Mystery
Year 8s are finishing the academic year with a Murder
Mystery extravaganza! 
Their role as crime scene investigators will entail a
series of analytical experiments including flame tests to
establish the perpetrator of a hideous crime at
Mayflower High School.

The role play activities will encourage collaboration,
scientific enquiry and develop their investigative skills,
and it will conclude with the analysis of all of the results. 
Here are some of our ‘forensic Scientists’ in Science set
8x/Sc2 attempting to identify the perpetrator using
flame tests on samples of power recovered from the
suspects and the crime scene

The students also analysed the 
colours from the flame tests in
 order to identify the type of metal 
ion present in the powder.
Thanks to Mr Hopper for putting 
together the project & the science 
technicians for preparing the 
resources.

                                         Mr Griffiths



Mayflower Alumni - Christina Woodman
My attendance at secondary school commenced in the autumn of 2009. These wonderful school years
flew by and like all good things came to end in the summer of 2016 upon completion of Sixth Form.

I can recall many fond memories during my time at Mayflower High School. Upon achieving my A-
Levels, I was delighted to be accepted into Canterbury Christ Church University where I studied
Primary Education with Qualified Teacher Status. During the three-year degree, my placements
allowed me to experience hands on teaching to children in Reception, Year 2, and Year 5. I was also
fortunate to be offered and secure an amazing opportunity to teach for a month in the country of
Malaysia. This enhanced my professional development while working in a foreign country with
contrasting student and colleague backgrounds, language barriers, ethnic diversity and within a
divergent school community. After I graduated University in June 2019, I secured my newly qualified
Teacher placement in September that year, within the school which I am now currently based as a fully
qualified Teacher. It was an exciting challenge to commence the teaching of Year 2 but due to the
unprecedented events of COVID-19 and lockdown in 2020 this created some very unusual educational
challenges leading to the implementation of remote home working. In September 2020 I was allocated
the role of teaching a year 1 class, but the COVID-19 situation had not 
quite disappeared which again led to a period of hybrid teaching 
methods being adopted including working from home and conducting 
all of my lessons on-line. I am due to complete my first full uninterrupted 
educational calendar year of teaching, and I am still loving every 
second of it, helping make a difference to the children's lives in the 
education profession fills me with great satisfaction.

I worked diligently and enthusiastically during my time at school and 
university to allow me to pursue and achieve my dream career. I 
express my sincere gratitude to Mayflower High School and my 
respective teachers who supported me to achieve my ambitions. I 
thoroughly enjoy my career and would recommend anyone considering 
the Teaching profession to go for it!

Jack Petchey Equipment
I would like to say congratulations to Elsie
Crooks for achieving her recent Jack Petchey
award! I would also Like to say a huge thank
you to Elsie for her thoughtfulness, as she gave
half of her prize money award to spend in the
Food Preparation and Nutrition department!
What an absolute treat it was to be able to
purchase 6 new mini food processors and 12
slates, all of which will be used for the Year 11
practical examination work, so Elsie and her
peers will benefit hugely. Thank you so much
Elsie.

 
Mrs Chapman

Head of Food Preparation and Nutrition



Mr Maples Retirement 



Mr Maples Retirement 



Key Stage 3 and 4 Achievement Points
Certificates were awarded in assemblies and through tutor time last week and badges can be collected
from Mrs Cooke or Mrs Ball if a student did not receive their badge. We are so proud of our students
who are receiving merits and fast passes for their efforts and commitment to our values. The number of
students achieving especially gold, platinum and diamond is really impressive. 
We will be having celebration assemblies in the penultimate week of term to reflect on our students'
efforts over the year.

Achievement Awards
- 25 merits

Year 8
Saniya Sanoo
Lucian Richardson
Colbi-Rae Dempster

Year 9
Max Reed

Year 10
Darron Agyei Boachie
Harry Dunlop

Bronze Award - 50
merits

Year 7
Ollie Stroud
William Rowley
Poppy Richardson
Alexander McKenna
Alexandra Knight
Ewan Hasler

Year 8
Seviye Akyel
Kaylon Adamson
Samuel Worley
Nathan Wright
Molly Wright
Matthew Simmons
Madison Forman
Kaysen Grigg
Joshua Ball
Jon Kelt
Jamie Eyres-Gill
Jadine Franklin
Fraser Brown

Frankie Viner
Charlie Doman
Cameron Hooker
Angus Noble
Adam McGuinness

Year 9 
Hayden Williams
Laila Walton
Dylan Thomas
Isabella Rowling
Will Gaffney
Jaedin Ebiwarebo

Year 10 
Cheyenne Styles
Grace Norfolk
Samuel Jerreat
Ella Holmes
Faith Holcombe
Isabelle Hardiman
Oscar Eagle
Elsie Crooks
Francesca Chirila
Evie Carvell
Samuel Behn
Laila Archer
Isabella Abdale

Silver Award - 75
Merits

Year 7
Jack Watson
Juliet Vinton-Smith
Leo Sunderland
Sophia Richbell
Tilly Porter
Toby Munro
Ben Moulsdale
Matilda Mein
Daisy Lewi
Maxwell Hussey
Isabella Howlett
Scarlett Hicks
Gracie Gold
Riley Dowson
Evie Domakin
Isabella Cubberley
Chloe Chesterton
Anna Boachie
Sophia Bleakley
Chloe Barker
Bethan Armsden
Toluwanimofe
Adetunji
 
Year 8 
Zen Charles
Yeliz Enver
Samuel Hintz
Ruby Sutton
Rose Wallis
Oliver Maycock
Oliver Hart
Joshua Cannon
Florence Meade
Finley Buckley
Elsa Hopwood

Daisy Spencer
Charlie Davies
Beau Kelly
Amelia Bird
Alice Collings

Year 9
Harry Thompson
Lily Slater
Nicholas Skidmore
Ben Simpson
Jack Scales
Ronnie Reeves
Harry Jones
Lila Eve
Harry Dyer
Charlie Cribb
Luke Casey
Lois Byrne

Year 10 
Iona McMorris
Edeie Holmwood
Isabel Hale
Caitlyn De Kok
Ruby Davis
Kian Challis
Sophie Abraham



Year 10 
Owen Hasler
Archie Goddard
Joseph Fairweather
Tom Dodd
Thomas Casey
Jennessie Avila
Massara Al-Azzawi

Gold Award - 100 merits

Year 7
Katie Walsh
Oliver Sargood
Edie Rowling
Joe Rose
Harry Parsley
Scarlet Nugent
Sonny Jones
Harris Henton
James Harman
Emily Hall
Amber Frost
Anna Cowen
Gracie Cimini
Louis Bannister
Callum Bainbridge
Joshua Avery
Freya Agate

Year 8 
Oliver Park
Oliver Coughtry
Millie Wiseman
Lucy Clarke
Kei Beadle
JJ Byrne
Jamie Thrussell
Jamie Cooper
Holly Nethercoat
Grace Barker
Daisy Judd

Year 9  
Darcy Westell
Freddie Viner
Amelia Rogers
Grace Liddiard
Emma Humphrey
Bella Henderson
Amber Cummins
Adam Bubb
Izaak Brough
Connor Boyce
Tobey Barnett

Mr Maples Retirement Diamond Award - 200
merits

Year 7
Mia Wilson
Lotty Smith
Elsie Shepherd
Taleya Shazly
Annie Jerreat
Ollie Alsemgeest
 
Year 8
Charlotte Dowson
Anya Mistry
 
Year 9
Isobelle Simmons
Shelby Coventry

Year 10
Daniel McGuinness

Congratulations to you
all. These points were
calculated on the 17th
June and are conduct
points - merits minus
behaviour points. 

Mrs Cooke and Mrs Ball

Platinum Award - 150
merits

Year 7
Henry Tune
Anni Tidder
Rose Threadgold
Laura Simpson
Lois Medlock
Max Langshaw
Harry Hawkins
Eleanor Chaplin
Xander Baroi-Silvey
Jessica Abraham
 
Year 8 
Lara McKenzie
Ella Davies
Anna Seeney
 
Year 9
Jared Seedsman
Sam Moulsdale
Bartholomew Bloomfield
Samuel Anderson
Katy Ames

Year 10
Grace  Rumsey
Maizy Breed


