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Although the 1st of January seems like a long time ago, I would like to wish everyone in the Mayflower
community a very happy new year. 

It is such a pleasure and delight to be able to congratulate Reverend Gary Bott, a long standing advocate
and friend to Mayflower, on his recent ordination.

Returning last week in the dark was a bit of a shock to the system but as each day passes the amount of
light increases and it's lovely seeing all the students getting back into the rhythm of the school life.

Looking back to December I am extremely proud of the commitment to the school ethos made by so many
of our students raising money for national charities. Looking forward to this month I am confident they
will continue to demonstrate their kindness by supporting a local charity, Basildon Mind.

As we continue to look forward to the term ahead, although it may be short term, it 
can become quite intense. The spring term is clearly important for all students, but 
particularly Years 11 and 13. It is important that all our students remain focussed and 
appreciate that they still have a significant amount of time to grow in confidence. 

I hope everyone can be present and enjoy each day, as we look forward to a positive 
2023.
                                                                                                                           Ms J Williams 
                                                                                                                         Headteacher
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Upcoming Dates for Year 11
Following a successful series of PPE examinations for Year 11 we are now in early stages of
counting up to the GCSE examination window.

Students in Year 11 will be reviewing their PPE performance alongside their teachers and
collaboratively taking steps to address misconceptions and target areas for improvement.

As part of our ongoing efforts to support Year 11 students during this stage of their education we
have a number of key dates coming up for Year 11 students and parents/carers.

The first of these is a Year 11 focus evening on Feb 22nd.

Tickets for this event are bookable via the EventBrite link in the letter sent home week
commencing Jan 9. A limited number of seats are available on this date, so please book early to
avoid disappointment.

Mrs Ball

Headteacher Recruitment Update
Advertisements went live on 6th January for the permanent headteacher appointment and
prospective candidates have been visiting the school. Interviews are scheduled for the first half
of the Spring term. The Board of Trustees hope to be able to announce the successful candidate
shortly after we return from the half term break, with the appointment effective 1st September
2023. 

Scott Lister
Chair of Governors

Year 13 Progress Evening
As communicated home at the start of the academic year, Parents Evenings have been
rebranded as Progress Evenings, to highlight the fact that they are important opportunities to
discuss academic progress.

Progress Evenings will continue to take place remotely via SchoolCloud, and parents/carers will
be notified of the procedure for booking appointments the week before the booking window
opens.

All Progress Evening dates have been available to view on the school calendar since September
https://www.mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk/calendar and all will run from 4:30-8:00.

This week saw the Year 13 Progress Evening take place, this opportunity was invaluable for
parents/carers and students to have feedback on current progress and to discuss the areas
which the students need to focus upon in the upcoming PPE examinations.

 
Mr Fox

https://www.mayflowerhigh.essex.sch.uk/calendar


Year 10 Maths Enrichment Trip
We took a number of Year 10 students to the University of Essex for a Maths Enrichment day.
We had some interesting talks on paths that Maths can lead them, the Maths of Social
Connections and some “Brain 
expanding” Maths problems as quoted 
by one of the students. The students
 also took part in a Dragon Quiz which 
was won by a quad with 2 of our 
students in. I asked them to sum up 
the day in a few words, a handful of 
the responses are below:

“Educational and enlightening for the
 future”
“A great experience”
“Really good, loved the Dragon Quiz”
“Good insight into life at University”

                                                Mr Venables 

Maths in the World Cup
Before Christmas we had our final Maths in
the World Cup Display, it posed two
questions: “How many lines of symmetry does
each flag have” and “Which flag has the most
lines of symmetry”. When looking at each flag
it is not always as obvious as you think it
would be to answer the first question, often
there will be an off centre or non-symmetrical
motif within the flag. England falls in a select
group with two lines joined by only Japan and
Costa Rica. I have created the graphic below
which category each flag falls in. Of course,
Switzerland is our winner with the most lines
of symmetry, being the only square flag. 

I hope you enjoyed our snippets of Maths in
the World cup last half term, watch this space
for the next instalment.

 
Mr Venables



Extended School Community Focus: Gary Bott

Mayflower High School wishes to extend our congratulations to Reverend Gary Bott.

Gary is a long term supportive member of our extended Mayflower Community, those
who do not know him by name will doubtless recognise his face from his regular visits to
the school site to support our students and staff.

Gary was ordained as Community Pastor of the 
Billericay Baptist Church on Saturday the 7th January.

We all wish Gary the best in his new role. 

                                                                                  Mr Fox

Language Poster

Hudson Daley 7B1
Christopher Reid 9B2
Saad Saad 7F1
Charlotte Dowson 9L1
Suhani Das 7L2
Freya Daley 9L1
Violet Harmer 9L1
Aljo Shaj 7F2

“WHAT’S THE POINT IN LEARNING
SPANISH?!– EVERYONE SPEAKS
ENGLISH!!" 

Last month our students were asked to
research CEIAG in Spanish and make a
poster with their findings. The Spanish
department were delighted at the
number of students that participated in
this competition. All students who
entered have been given 3 merits. The
winners of the competition below have
received an additional 5 merits and will
have their poster placed in G block.
Congratulations!

Made by Hudson Daly 7B1
 



Year 11 Art PPE 
Here is a selection of
work from our amazing
Y11 Art and Design
students. Students
performed brilliantly for
their rearranged PPE
exam on the theme
Surroundings,
producing some
amazing Final Pieces!

A big thank you to Mr
Fowler and the Tech
Department for also
helping students to use
the Lasercut machine
and to create frames
for their canvases.

Well Done to all
concerned!

Mr Clarke



History Castles Project
Year 7 History students have been learning about the purpose and design of castles in Medieval
England. 

Students in 7B1 were set the challenge of designing their very own castle based on the knowledge
they had gained in lessons. 

Miss Hughes would like to thank all of the students in 7B1 for their brilliant effort in this project, well
done 7B1! 

In this weeks newsletter are some examples of particularly outstanding castle designs which students
then took the time and effort to build a model of. 
Miss Hughes would like to thank Thomas T, Nandor, Amy T and Dylan for these fantastic castles! 

Miss Hughes



Religion Project CES
History students in 7L1 and 7R1 were recently tasked by Mr Ekers to investigate the role of
religion in England in the Middle Ages. Students discovered the importance of Christianity to all
levels of the feudal system. They learnt about the ways many of the rich members of society
could “buy” their way to heaven and how the Church used their power to control. This will lead
into a debate surrounding the events of 
Thomas Becket’s death in 1170 and 
the contrasting roles of State and Church 
at this time. Mr Ekers was very impressed by 
their efforts and here are just a few of many 
examples to showcase their investigations.

 
                                                            Mr Ekers



LGBT+ HISTORY MONTH February
2023

Give young people the knowledge to understand and embrace
the rich diversity of the world they live in, and for some, the
words to describe their own experiences.
To make visible the LGBT+ people who have been successful in
a myriad of different professions.

“BEHIND THE LENS”

Mayflower High School will be joining with 
organisations around the world to celebrate
LGBT+ History Month in February.

This year’s theme “Behind the Lens” gives us a wonderful
opportunity to recognise and celebrate the lives and professional
accomplishments of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans people, many
of who work outside of the limelight in the fields of photography,
film making, TV, music and fashion.

During the course of February students will be exposed to activities
organised by our EDI (equality, diversity and inclusion) group which
will aim to : 

1.

2.

We will report after half term on the activities undertaken and the
experiences of the students involved.

Sign of the Month
With 2022 seeing British Sign
Language being legally recognised
as a language following the passing
of the BSL Act (2022), and this being
Disability Awareness Month, we
have decided to highlight some
elements of British Sign Language
with a regular feature of ‘Sign of the
Month’

Have a little practice with this
signing language used by over
150,000 people in the UK

In line with welcoming everyone
back for the new year this month our
sign is ‘Welcome’

Holocaust Memorial Day and History Club
January hosts the Holocaust Memorial Day on 27th January. It is a
day to remember the persecuted, not only under the Nazi state, but
also other genocides across the world. This year, the Holocaust
Memorial Day Trust is focusing on ‘ordinary people.’

This theme covers a wide scope of people. Ordinary people are not
just the persecuted, but also perpetrators, rescuers, bystanders and
even locations. The aim of this theme is to help prompt all of us to
consider how ordinary people, such as ourselves, can play a bigger
part than we might imagine in challenging prejudice today.

History Club will be taking part by creating 
projects with a focus on ‘ordinary people’ 
as well as sharing and educating others. 
The History Club invites you to also take 
part by completing your own project, which 
can be completed in any format you wish. 
If you have any questions, please speak to 
the History Department or teacher.

 
                                                      Miss Cooke



Key Stage 3 and 4 Achievement Points
In the final week of term we were delighted to hold celebration assemblies and reflect on our students
achievements in the first term. Tutors also nominated 3 students from each of their tutor group for students
that have really demonstrated our core values in the first term. Celebration assemblies will be held again at
Easter and new merit totals will be calculated in the first two weeks of term.

Achievement Award
(25 Merits)

Year 7
Sophia Gothard
Ethan Price

Year 8
Millie Brown
Chloe Chesterton
Judy Davidson
Anthony Esposito
PJ Fulker
Emily Gutteridge
Will Hardy
Maxwell Hussey
Megan Jobbins
Daisy Lewi
Sophie McGuinness
Alexander Mulcahy
Benjamin Nash
Ethan Omogbai
Elliot Stephens
Sam Wearn
Isaac Westell

Year 9
Naomi Clements
Mia Lawless

Year 10
Tobey Barnett
Tiffany Bullen
Freddie Coleman
Olivia Cooke
Lenni Dempster
Pippa Harris
Layla Hicks
Elif Keskin
Connie Maynard
Jack Scales
Flynn Southwood

Bronze (50 conduct
points)

Year 7
Ope Ajao
Yemi Akinde
Willow Baggott
Poppy Barker
Harley Birch
Xavier Clark
Fraya Claydon
Elsa Collis
Brandon Crees
Hudson Daly
Jessica Dowson
Niamh Edwards
Joshua Fitzsimons
Isobella Flowers
Sophia Gothard
Rosie Gould
Harry Goulding
Skye Greenan
Amber Harbrow
Emily Harris
Sienna Hayden-
Brafman
Emily Horncastle
Alfie Hughes
George Jarvis
Zac Kirby
Adriaan Le Roux
Matthew Love
Christopher Markham
Leo Marson
Spencer McGinn
Eliana Newman
Flora Noble
Anna Pope
Edie Poulton

Ethan Price
Saad Saad
Kimberley Shaw
Mendoza
Olivia Smith
Nandor Uhrin
Raisa Cristina Ursu
Freddie Wallace
Stephen Watts
Blake Webb
Henry Webb

Year 8
Harry Alsemgeest
Joshua Avery
Ruby Beckwith
Jack Bentham
Anna Boachie
Poppy Burnard
Poppy Chambers
Harry Cook
Anna Cowen
Riley Dowson
Evie Hale
Esme Hamilton
Scarlett Hicks
Jude Hoile
Erin Knight
Kristen Lambe
Tommy Lawrence
Leila Marns
Grace Marsh
Caela McMorris
Conor Mint
Sam Mitchell-Price
Scarlet Nugent
Anaahat Pannu
Jasmine Patel
Tilly Porter

Megan Posthuma
Patrick Richardson
Elsie Shepherd
Maya Sra
Isobel St Pier
Ryan Strain
Emma Tribe
Grace Vasiliou
Teddy Veness
Juliet Vinton-Smith
Heidi Webb

Year 9
Ebony Barnes
Freddie Bayliss
Maci Behn
Albie Button
Charlie Davies
Joe Dendle
Archie Henson
Phoenix Hill
Sophie Hill
Daisy Judd
Ethan Lee
Travis Lucas
Oliver Maycock
Lara McKenzie
Grace Millen
Phoebe Mullins-Adams
Angus Noble
Amy Norman
Lucas Popescu
Eleanor Reeves
Phoebe Sutton
Chloe Vincent
Rose Wallis
Sophie Ward
Lana Webb
Jamie Weddell



Key Stage 3 and 4 Achievement Points

Year 10
Theo Beauchamp
Connor Boyce
Lily Bridgeman
Lois Byrne
Nancy Carroll
Abi Crawford
Amber Cummins
Harry Dyer
Libby Evans
Josh Hull
Isla Joyce
Nihal Koothoor
James Ladlow
Sidney Loizides
Sam Moulsdale
Amelia Nisbett
Alex O'Sullivan
Ronnie Reeves
Abi Rivas
Isabella Rowley
Luca Savill
Luke Savvas
Charlotte Sell
Maggie Shepherd
Chloe Templeman
Frank Thornton

Silver (100 Conduct Points)

Year 7
Oscar Hicks
Leah McFeely
Isla Vinton-Smith

Year 8
Ollie Alsemgeest
Frankie Anson
Sophia Bleakley
Hayden Fitch
Ollie Fowler
Max Langshaw
Taleya Shazly
Sophie Thomas

Year 9
Oliver Coughtrey
Lily Manly
Anya Mistry
Chris Reid
Aidan Sterry
Gene Sullivan
Ruby Toll
Ava Turner
Callum Willis

Please note that Year 11 students were in their
PPE exams while these merit totals were
calculated.
Merit totals are based on conduct points
(behaviour points - achievements points). Merit
Totals were calculated on the 13th December in
order to process certificates for our celebration
assemblies. 

Mrs Cooke and Mrs Ball








